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Introduction

Talmit is an agglutinating, strictly head-final constructed language with a structure similar to Japanese or
Korean. However, Talmit has syntactic categories that are somewhat different from the conventional classifi-
cation — instead of nouns, adjectives and verbs, there are nouns of various kind of measurability, states and
perfective verbs. It thus behaves similarly to an active-stative (as opposed to nominative-accusative or ergative-
absolutive), split-S language, rigorously distinguishing events/actions and states, although the subject is never
marked like the object (see [2.2.3]).

Overview of the parts of speech:

e Count nouns are objects, persons or abstract conceptions that can be counted by integers, e.g. dat ’stone,
rock’, Owe ’tool’, ki 'shape’, tal 'label, name, word’, méda ’human being’, kwor ’'plant’, ba ’leg, pillar’.

e A mass noun on the other hand is anything which is measured in size or volume, like pal ’water’, kas
'fire,” ¢u ’air’, bjo ’area’. Since mass nouns are continuously measurable, they take the same endings as
states (see below), but cannot have tense.

e States usually vary on a continuous scale (absolute or relative) where they can take small or large values.
Examples are: prus ’vertical position’, tle 'temperature’, tra ’size, volume’, kin ’degree of hardness’, twi
‘speed’, tat 'point in time’, pni ’degree of fullness’, hus ’'degree of weight’. They function like abstract
nouns, but can also be used attributively to describe other nouns (in this way they are like adjectives) and
may be put into past and future tense (like stative verbs). There is a separate set of postpositions used
with states (in this way they are like nouns). Languages without adjectives are of course well-known, for
example Korean, which uses stative verbs instead, but Talmit’s states should be probably rather compared
to participles, sharing traits with both nouns and verbs. However, they are not derived from verbs.



e Multiplets alternate between a fixed amount of states or discrete samples, usually two. These can be such
states as hal ’alive/dead state’, with ayal ’alive state’ and ixal ’dead state’; or count nouns like the paired
parts of the body, e.g. plézne 'hand’, palézne ’right hand’, pilézne ’left hand’ (left-right direction is the
underlying doublet state here). I call this the signum of a state — axal is the positive state of the root
hal or has positive signum while iyxal is the negative state with negative signum.

e Verbs are divided into three groups:

— A destative verb is used whenever an action is completely described by the change of one state alone —
for example, sparassun ’to rise’, spirtissun ’to descend’, salpartssun ’to raise sth.’, salpirtissun
'to lower sth.” from paras/pirts position above/below’.

— Associated verbs are derived from nouns/states, but they have a newly developed meaning, e.g.
priaysemun ’'to lead’ from priyus 'degree of importance’.

— Proper verbal roots usually express changes that involve complex processes which cannot be con-
veniently described by one state only, e.g. tébnun ’to think’, axagun ’to eat, consume’, taplun
'to say’. They are always perfective in sense, the present tense describes a habitual action. Hence
taplun ’to say’ is an action, but there is no verb 'to speak’, since this is a state and is expressed by
the verbal state taplon or the compound taplendé ’'process of saying, speaking state’.

Summarizing, the Talmit verbal system is quadripartite:

— If something is kinetic and/or involves change over time:

x The simplex is a perfective verb: taplun ’to say’

x Iterated or ongoing action is a deverbal state: taplendé ’process of saying, speaking state’
— If something is stative and does not involve any significant change over time:

* The simplex is a state: pirts ’position below’
* Changes of state are destative verbs: spirassun ’to descend’ (however, verbless constructions
are preferred for non-volitional changes — see [2.2.2)

1 Phonology

1.1 Synchronic view
1.1.1 Consonant inventory

These are the consonants of Talmit:



labial & c. dental € c. velar € c.  glottal

plosive p, b [p, b] t, d [t, d] k, g [k, g
affricate 0, t1, dl [, t, dl|

fricative & |1 smhbilnd %l b
nasal m |m] n [n] n [y}

liquid L, r, hl, hr [1, ¢, 4, 1]

approzimant w, hw [w, m] j [j]
Notes:

e The phoneme % becomes [h] word-initially, [x] medially after a. This is normal. Similarly, hr, hl, hw
correspond to [xr, xl, xw| medially.

e The phoneme w is nowadays realized as a labiodental spirant [v] by many speakers; and hence hw as [xv].
e The nasal [y] only appears in nk, ng, spelled nk, ng.

e The sounds ¢, 0, y derive from aspirated [p", t", k"|. There is considerable dialectal variation in the
outcomes of [t"]: In standard speech it is [tf], otherwise [p, ts] or [s] with all kind of subtle differences.
Since [t"] > [p] resembles Greek and I do not want to be too narrow with my transcription, I use 0 for
this phoneme. (Also because Greek is cool.)

e Some consonants may appear geminated: pp, tt, kk, ff, ss, ¥, mm, nn, 1ll, rr. Single 1, s become
geminated immediately after a stressed single vowel, e.g. késsun ’to stab’, but kiisun ’stabbed’, kesendé
‘process of stabbing’.

e The glottal fricative h can be inserted between two vowels as a hiatus breaker, especially between identical
ones, as in kahat ’earth’ < ka + at. This is similar to the German Fugen-s between consonants, and
derives from certain cases where this -h- is historical.

In final position, only the dentals r, 1, s, n, t are permitted (similar to Finnish, Ancient Greek and Quenya).

Talmic scholars distinguish three types of sounds: obstruents, sonorants and vowels. Obstruents are called
bayémnemit, lit. 'pillar-sounds’, while sonorants are called kweplexé6mnemit 'twine-sounds’ for their ability
to easily combine with the former. To the bayémnemit belong the stops and fricatives p, t, k, b, d, g, J,
0, . To the kwepleyémnemit belong 1, r, w, j, s. The sounds z, m have a dual role and belong to both
groups.

1.1.2 Vowel inventory
Talmit has five to six vowel phonemes and seven to nine quantities. There are no long vowels.

ii] v i u [u]
e [e, o] o [o]
a [a]

More properly, e is halfway between [e] and [e], and o is halfway between [o] and [o] (as in Spanish). The
realization of e as || only appears in the combinations ae, ea [az, al.

For many speakers, stressed e and o are more closed, thus tébne 'theory, concept’ tends towards ['tebne| rather
than ['tebne| and koédro 'wheel’ tends towards ['kodro] rather than ['kodro].

The vowel v should perhaps not be counted as a separate phoneme, as it appears as modification of either i or u,
especially in ji, wt for *ji, *wu. A common phenomenon across languages is the palatalization of consonants
before [i] or [j] — Japanese /si/ and /ti/ are for instance realized as [¢i], [t¢i], not to mention what Polish and
Czech do to /r/ before /i/. Talmit speakers take a completely different approach here and just change the vowel
to v [i], so that only si, zv and ru are permitted (which is reflected in the transcription unless I forget about it).
Some dialects go all the way, and pronounce [i] as [i] after velars as well (ku, gu, %), simultaneously fronting
*kj, *qj, *khj > [ts, z, tf] and thereby eliminating any palatalized allophones.

The diphthongs are:
— w, u ui
au, ai

Some speakers distingush iu from wu, but this has become very archaic.



1.1.3 Vowel mutations

In verbal conjugations and word derivation, several vowel-altering processes are employed: i-infizion, u-infizion
and a-infizion. They change the vowels in the following fashion:

original: a e i o u

t-infired: ai i W oi ui
u-infired: au eo 1w eo
a-infired: ea ae ai ao au

where eo, ea, ae, ao are dissyllabic. Colloquially, ae is often pronounced as ai or metathesized to ea, but
educated speakers influenced by the spelling prescribe ae as the “correct” sound.

When appending some endings containing e, one finds e-umlaut which changes high and low vowels to mid:

original: i u a
e-umlauted: e o e

The historical process is called evening-out, see|l.2.3

1.1.4 Stress

Stress generally remains on the root syllable in Talmit, but can shift to the penultimate in long words. Details
are too boring to present; it suffices to say that it is explicitly marked on every polysyllabic word by an acute
(unless I forget about it).

1.2 Diachronic view

1.2.1 Consonants and general root structure

Talmit preserves the ancient Proto-Tallic phonotactics almost completely intact. If one abbreviates
e P, — initial plosives: /p, t, k, b, d, g, p", t*, k"/,
e S; — initial sonorants: /r, l, w, j/,
e V— vowels /a, e, i, 0, u/,

e P; — final plosives: all of P; + /m, z/,

e S, — secondary sonorants: all of S; + /n, s/,

Sy — final sonorants: /1, r, s, n, Q/,
then the possible Proto-Tallic root types are (all monosyllabic):

e monoplosive:
— P,V — /KA ’earth, realm’, yKHA ’substance’, yPE 'change’
— P;S;V — JTRA ’size’, yBWO 'mouth’, yTHWE ’tool, instrument’
— P;VS; — J/kaAs fire’, yDER ’length’, yPHOS 'wind’
— P;S;VSy — YKWOR ’plant’, yKRAQ 'mountain’, yBRIS ’smile’
e biplosive, "light”
— P;VP; — {KHAG ’eat’, yKUM ’bear’, yTOG "understand’
— P;S,VP; — JKHLOB ’drink’, yTLEP ’sparkle’, yTHREB ’heart’
e biplosive, "heavy™

— P;VPsS; — /KATW ’tree’, yBUKN ’stem, backbone’, yKOBJ ’apple’



— P;S,VP;S; — VPWEKL ’well’ yPLUMJ ’falling water’, /GWUML ’swim’

The only phonotactic restriction is that S; and S¢/Ss have to be different, thus no **/GRAR or **/GLAL. The
plosives can be identical, and often are, as e.g. yPAPS ’bake’, yTATN ’take, seize’, yKEKR 'wine’.

Very rarely, m is observed instead of an initial plosive (yME ’human being’), s as an initial sonorant (yKSATR
fly’, YPSAR 'rub’), w, j as final sonorants (yDEW ’advice’). The breaking of the otherwise strict pattern suggests
an ancient loaning.

Talmit preserves the initial clusters almost without change. The most apparent one is that aspirated stops
become spirants: *p*, *", *" > $, 0, x.

Also notable is the unusual shift *pw, *bw, *p'w > *pw, *bw, *$b > pn, bn, $n where the w was pronounced
nasalized in order to dissimilate the homorganic compound. It probably first happened in *mw > *mw > mn,
resulting in a u|n alternation as tAuma ’shield’ and tAmne ’protection’ (*tawma, *tamwe < yTAMW). Compare
also the alternation -wa|-ma ~hued’ (the former after vowels, the latter after consonants), both regular reflexes
of *pwa (in Kymna -ngva).

In dialects, one observes *p"w > [f] or [pf] (an affricate as German pf); *bw > [v] or [bv].

In addition, ¢/, dl have naturally merged into affricates, and kI, ¥'r, K*w, kj yielded voiceless hr, hl, hw, hj
respectively. Palatalized dentals changed to affricates: *#j > 0 and *dj > *|d| > z:

plain  p t k b d g $ 0 %
+r pr tr kr br dr gr ¢r Or  hr
+1 pl tI kI bl dl gl ¢l 61 hl
+w pn tw kw bn dw gw ¢én 6w hw
+j pi ® kj bj z gj ¢j 6j hj
+s ps s ks — — — —

In combination with the secondary sonorants n, s, the clusters *tn, *dn became *|tsn|, *(d&n| > zn; and ts
became ss — the standard dialect shows a dislike for the affricate [ts]. But of course, where 0 is realized as [ts],

On merges with the result of *in.
The fricative [s] is naturally voiced in contact with voiced stops. Note also that x just represents /ks/ as the
Romans intended it to.

plain  p t k b d g $ 0 %
+n pn zn kn bn zn gn én On yn
+s ps ss X bz dz gz ¢s 0s s

Final plosives + secondary sonorants did not change, except for *mw > mn. Instead of *zs one always finds
ss and is doubtful whether something as awkward as *zs actually existed:

plain  m Z
+r mr zr
+1 ml zl
+w mn zw
+Jj mj zj
+ s mz SS
+n mn zn

The phoneme *Q@ is, similarly to the Indo-European laryngeals, one of unknown realization which disappeared
in all Tallic languages. It was in any case a velar, uvular or a pharyngeal sound — perhaps a voiced velar fricative
[v¥], @ uvual trill [r] or a glottal stop [?] — but more probably various sounds in allophonic variation which is
now beyond recovery. In Talmit, *Q becomes a copy of the following voiceless sound (similar to the Japanese
bound moraic phoneme spelled with a subscript tsu), changes to g before nasals and z; to k or ¢ before other
sonorants, and becomes -t finally (probably via *-k):

e [*Qp, *Qt, *Qk| > pp, xt, kk

e [*Qb, *Qd, *Qg] > mb, xd, ng (where mb < *pb)
e [*Qn, *Qm, *Qz| > gn, gm, gz

o [*Qs, *Ql, *Qr] > x/xs, kl/xl, kr/xr



The development probably went *Qn, *Qm > *pn, *ym > gn, gm, as Talmit dislikes the velar nasal (similar
to the Slavic languages except Polish) and eliminates it whenever possible. For the same reason, *py, *pyw,
*nyxr, *pxl generally experience metathesis to xn, ym, ¥n, xn; only gk, ng are stable in Talmit.

If the word already contains k, *@ dissimilates to p|b. If a labial is appended, it dissimilates to t|d, hence
krat 'mountain’ (< *kra@), krapjo ’few mountains, a couple of mountains’, kradmi 'many mountains’.

1.2.2 Sonorants in contact

Talmit avoids clusters of sonorants and converts them into geminates. They assimilate according to the sonortiy
hierarchy

en<r<l

so that *nr > rr, *nl, *rl > 11.

On the other hand, s simply becomes voiced and leads to nz/zn, rz/zr, 1z/zl, zm/mz which are permitted.
In combination with m one finds that rm/mr, Im/ml and mn are permitted; and *nm usually becomes mm.
If more nasals are present, *nm changes to rm or lm instead: *dilon-men > dilérmen ’long/deep sleep’ (cf.
Latin germen < *gen-mn, carmen < *can-mn). In a number of cases, *nm can also experience metathesis to

mn.
Where clusters like In appear in the language, they are simplified from *Imn and the like.

There is evidence that Proto-Tallic additionally had a second rhotic phoneme *R as a rare sonorant (perhaps
the flap [1]). It usually became r in Talmit, but dissimilated to 1 in presence of another r, and to n in presence
of both r and 1.

In very ancient times, this sound might have been just a splitting consonant inserted between two vowels, as it
only appears before suffixes and after prefixes. For example, the conculsive verbal ending -un becomes -nun
after vowels, as in gadnun < yGA, which may be explained by *ga-R-un with assimilation to the following nasal
(contrast: garun < yGAR). The causative prefix has the form sar-/sal-/san- which might be the result of
*saR before vowels, later generalized to all positions by analogy.

The development of vowels is best discussed in light of word derivation. The Proto-Tallic roots could take
several grades which are presented below.

1.2.3 E-grade
The e-grade was originally formed by appending the schwa o to the root. For verbal roots, it conveyed the
notion of an organized way of doing an action, or of an associated abstract noun.
In Talmit, the schwa changed and affected the preceding vowel in a process which can be termed evening-out
and is close to the Germanic and Welsh a-umlaut. Namely, preceding high vowels i, u were lowered to e, o
accompanied by @ > e. But unlike a-umlaut, preceding e, o could also be lowered to a accompanied by & >
a. Preceding a, on the other hand, could be raised to e (with @ > e), but quite often it was the schwa which
simply changed to a. Thus the vowels were evened out in height, the resulting combinations being o-e, e-e,
a-a, and rarely o-o:

e i-0 > e-e — JKHRIZ ’cut’: *khrizo > hréze ’cutting’

e u-9 > 0-e — {TLUD ’sour’: *tlude > tlode ’sourness’

e a-9 > e-e — {TATN ’take, seize’: *tatne > tézne 'reading’

e rare 0-0 — YKODR 'wheel’: *kodro > kédro 'wheel’

This process was usually resisted by u when near labials (pu, ub, um etc.), and by a when near velars (ga,
ka, ay etc.):

e /BUKN ’stem, backbone’: bukno > bukne ’stem, stalk’



e /GA 'go’: *gano > gane ’voyage, journey, venture’

From here, and from the very common -e after o, e, the ending -e was usually substituted by analogy for a-a
in other cases as well, hence e.g. taple instead of *tapla.

In a few cases, the various results of the e-grade were subject to selection by different contexts. For example,
from the root yTATN ’take, seize’ one has the back-formation tdzne which has retained the meaning ’taking,
seizure’ while the umlauted form tézne has acquired the meaning ’reading, counting’ and is by analogy treated
as if it was from a root */TEZN, hence tézne 'reading, counting’, ténza ’an event of reading or counting’.

Further examples of e-grade nouns:

e /TEBN ’think’: tébne ’theory, concept’, redupl. tetébne, tebébne ’lore, science’
e /GWIMR ’see and hear’: gwémre ’meeting, gathering’

e /TAPL ’speak’: taple ’tale, report’

e /HEKR ’scratch’: hékre ’writing, composition’

e /THOL ’serve’: 06lle ’service’

e /THIS ’show’: Bésse ’display’, punfésse ’instruction’

e /KHAG ’eat’: ayage 'meal, eating’

e /KHLOB 'drink’: hlébe ’drinking’

1.2.4 Zero grade

The zero grade was formed by the bare root alone. It could only be formed from “heavy” roots with a final
sonorant, the sonorant thereby becoming syllabic. It denoted the instrument, tool or appartus needed to perform
an action (in particular the senses, for which see[3.4.2). Talmit always merges agents with instruments:

e /TEBN ’think’: tében 'mind’ or 'thinker’ < *tebn
e JGWIMR ’see and hear’: gwimar ’sense of hearing and listening = attention’ < *qwimyr
e /TAPL ’speak’: tapil 'mouth’ or ’sayer’ < *tapl

e JHEKR ’scratch’: hékar ’pen’ or 'writer’ < *khekr

As it can be seen, syllabic sonorants broke into combinations 'vowel + sonorant’, where the inserted vowel
tended to be of the same height, but was very often a before r, and i before 1. There is considerable dialectal
variation here: tébin, gwimur, tapal and héker can also be found, for example.

An invention of Talmit was the extension of the zero grade to "light” roots. They appended a vowel + -s by
analogy to "heavy” roots with s:

e /KHAG ’eat’: ayagas 'mouth’ or ’eater’ < *a-khag-as
e /KHLOB ’drink’: hlébos ’cup’ < *khlob-os

e /KIB ’bend’: kibis 'bow (for shooting)’ or ’archer, thrower’ < *kib-is

Note that there are three different words for 'mouth’ in Talmit: bno is used for the physical organ only; tapil
‘mouth, sayer’ and ayxagas 'mouth, eater’ can be used in this sense as well, but in different contexts — tapil
might be used in the sense ’shut your mouth = stop talking’, axagas in the sense 'shut your mouth = stop
champing’. Unlike bno, however, they also denote agents, as in ’truth-sayer’ and 'man-eater’. Compare English
"foul mouth’, ’a mouth to feed’.

Monoplosive verbal roots do not have a zero grade, but they can be easily compounded, e.g. yTHOL ’serve’:
06lda ’servant’ (-da ’'intelligent being’), /GI ’see’: gipnos ’sense of sight’ (pnos ’sense, emotion’).



1.2.5 Fortified grade

The fortified grade is sparsingly used for "light” biplosive roots with a sense similar to the zero grade, but with
an augmentative shade of meaning. The root-final consonant is geminated, -e < *-o is suffixed (no word can
end in a plosive) causing evening-out (1.2.3), and b, d, g, z are are devoiced in the gemination to pp, tt, kk,
ss.

e J/KHRIZ ’cut’: hrésse ’blade, sword’
e /KHLOB ’drink’: hléppe ’bowl, pot’
e /KIB ’bend’: képpe "bag, pouch’

e /TOD ’obligation’: totte ’tribute’

1.2.6 We-grade

The noun *we simply meant ’place’, but was grammaticalized in Proto-Tallic. On the one hand, it became
the nominative marker for the durative aspect (its reflex is T. wa, the nominative marker for verbal predicates
, on the other hand it was agglutinated to nouns as a locative case.

However, the two often collided, e.g. VKA ’earth, ground’: *ka-we=we ’ground-on=NOM’ (i.e. 'the one on the
ground [did somethig]’). In these cases, the agglutinated *we instead jumped as an infix into the root itself in
the inverted form *ow!. This had iconic significance — how to better indicate that an object is inside something
than by an infix? Hence: *kowa-ws.

This process ceased to be productive in Talmit and was lexicalized only in a couple of words.

In “heavy” roots, *we remained a suffix, but was appended to a metathesized root form (itself hailing from
ancient and not recoverable sound changes), e.g. YPODJ ’flowing water’: *poj(e)d-we ’river-in’ > T. paidwa
‘gone, vanished, dissolved state’, as in the saying ples-paidwa lit. ’a drop in the river’ = ’gone without trace,
vanished from the face of the earth’.

Some common we-grade words are:

e /KA ’earth, ground’: kéwe ’on the ground, lying down’

)

e /PODJ flowing water’: paidwa ’gone, vanished, dissolved state
e /TOR ’home’: téwor ’at home’, later téhor

e /PER ’head’: péwer ’brain’

1.2.7 A-grade

Proto-Tallic has always been a "nominophile” language, preferring nouns over verbs (e.g. "happiness’ instead of
’be happy’; a simplex meaning ’sitting’ instead of ’to sit’ etc.). But no judgement — even if you are verbophile
yourself, probably some of your best friends are nominophiles, right? In any case, at an even earlier stage the
language must have been like Japanese or Korean with regard to nouns — they had no plural and were basically
all mass nouns. The distinction between tangible or discrete objects (like ’cloud’) and abstract notions (like
"cover’) was very much smeared out.

However, Proto-Tallic started to form a singulative from these nouns (cf. Welsh adar *birds’, sing. aderyn *bird’)
simply by agglutinating the numeral *a@Q ’one’ in the reverse form *Qa'. It assumed the same infixed position
as the we-grade in the case of monoplosive roots. Intervocalic *@ became weakened to *h and ultimately
disappeared, so that the typical development was:

e /KO 'round”: *k-aQ-o > *kaho > T. kéo ’cycle, period’
The resulting contact aa was altered to [eea], spelled ea:

e J/KAS 'fire’: *k-aQ-as > *kahas > *kaas > T. kéas ['keeas| "hearth, fireplace’

IMany of the so-called Proto-Tallic free morphemes of the SV-type also appear in the inverted VS-form (S — sonorant, V — vowel), as

*ar/ra, *0s/so0, *mi/im, *aQ/Qa.



Thus arose an apparent a-infixion pattern (see|l.1.3).

For "heavy” biplosive roots, *Qa was appended to the metathesized variant, later simplified to -a:

e /GWOGR 'wolf’: *qwor(s)gQa > T. gworga "wolf’

e /KATW ’tree, wood’: *kaw(o)tQa > T. kaduta ’ship’

e /PODJ 'flowing water’: *poj(o)dQa > T. poéida ’'river’

e /TOKHR ’snow’: *tor(a)khQa > T. térya ’snowflake’
The primitive a-grades must have had an inserted schwa to confirm to the open-syllable rule of Proto-Tallic,
hence the syllable division *ka-we-tQa. The schwa disappeared in Talmit and Kymna, but was retained in

another Tallic language Hadam where it generally became i, as evidenced by H. kabit ’tree’ < kawst-, pl.
kavtam (root yKATW).

Note also that *Q) was regarded as a sonorant, and in fact as a consonant corresponding to a, in symmetry to
J, w:

syllabic  nmon-syllabic  consonantal

i i j
u u w
a a Q

The a-grade was also applied to verbal roots where it denoted a count noun associated with the action. This
was often just 'the act of doing’ or a decomposed part of the action, but could also be the object of a transitive
verb, a thing produced by the action, and so on:

e /GA ’g0’: géa ’a single step’

e /THOL ’serve’: B4aol ’a single act of service’

e /KHEZL ’feel (physically)’: hézla ’a single touch, a single action of tasting’
e J/THIS ’show’: Oais ’sign, token’

Finally, for biplosive "light” roots, *Qa was also simply appended, but it diphthongized with the preceding
vowel:

o /KHAG ’'eat’: ayanga 'food’ < *a-khagg(Q)a < *a-khagQa
e /KHLOB 'drink’: hlémba ’drink, beverage’ < *khloab(Q)a < *khlobQa
e /KIB ’bend’: kimba ’a shot, throw’ < *kigh(Q)a < *kubQa

e /KHRIZ ’cut’: hrigza ’a cut’ < *khriaz(Q)a < *khriQza

The same diphthongization happened to j and w in medial position as well (cf. the Greek i-metathesis *p"eresi
> @épelc 'you carry’ and the Welsh plurals):

e /pPODJ 'flow’: poéidun ’to flow’ < *podj-un (without metathesis the result would have been *pozun)

This might account for the origin of the metathesized roots.
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1.2.8 I- and u-infixed forms

* * * *

The Proto-Tallic language had corresponding i- and u- dipthongs for all five vowels: *ai, *oi, *ei, *oi, *ui and
*au, *ou, *eu, *iu, *ou where ¢ and u became o to avoid the awkward i, uu. They were mostly used to mark
evidentiality on verbs, but came to denote tense in Talmit. It largely preserves this system, but changes:

e *ei, *ai > i

e *iu, *au > w

e *ou, *eu > eo, sometimes wu
These changes are marked by the very same evening-out rule as before (1.2.3)), except for ai, au, oi which are

permitted. Again, some dialects are more radical here and only allow diphthongs of the same height, changing
the others: *ai > [e], *au > [d], *oi > [oe].

2 Grammar

2.1 Nouns and states
2.1.1 Number, intensity, size, duraton

Count nouns can be quantified by the following suffixes:

e paucal: -jo

e greater plural: -mi

e collective: -mai (possibly the a-grade (1.2.7) of -mi)

e the more or less usual plural — see[2.1.5
The paucal denotes a few things (or ’some, a couple of things’) while the greater plural denotes many things,
e.g. taljo ’few words, a couple of words’, talmi 'many words’. Pluralia tantum or commonly pluralized words
like 'mountains’ normally use either of these two in Talmit:

e plézmi 'many drops, rain’ < ples ’drop’

e Barmi 'powder, sand, corn’ < Oar ’a single grain’

e kradmi 'mountains’ < krat ’a single mountain’

e katumi forest’ < katu ’tree’

e pelestami town’ < pélesta 'roof’ (cf. Latin castra 'military camp’, pl. of castrum)

o Poskami 'hair’ < poska ’a single hair’

e toryami ‘'many snowflakes, snowfall’

e pekworjo 'head of flowers’ < pekwoér "flower’
The suffix -mai denotes a group or collection of count nouns:

o katumai forest’
e kradmai ‘'mountains’

e pélezmai 'town’

talmai ’language’

hérkamai ’collection of written records, library’ < hérka 'written record’
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e pekwérmai 'bouquet’

Compared to the words derived with -mi above, these are used to mark a contrast to another group, cf. English
people vs. a/the people; or German Berge vs. collective Gebirge. For man-made objects, they also suggest a
purposeful arrangement, hence dagmai, daytamai 'wall’ from dat, dayta ’stone’, while dagmi is just 'many
stones’.

There are analagous endings for mass nouns, but the term ’'plural’ cannot be applied here, therefore I use:

e mollitive: -we (+ e-umlaut [1.1.3)
o suffective: -mis
e inlensive: -mne

The mollitive denotes a small volume, the suffective a sufficient volume, while the intensive denotes a large
volume. In addition, the mollitve suffix causes e-umlaut ([1.1.3):

e pélwe ’little water, some water’, palmis ’enough water’, palne 'much water’

e bjowe ’small area’, bjomis ’sufficiently large area’ bjomne ’large area’
The following sound changes in combination with -mne are found:

e I, r, s + mne > Ilne, rne, zne

e Q + mne > gne

e n -+ mne > mme
States can be measured on a continuous scale as well, their scale is just not limited to volume. Therefore they
take the same suffixes as mass nouns. The mollitive denotes a small value on the given scale, the suffective a
sufficient value, while the intensive denotes a large value, e.g.:

e tréwe ’'small size’, tramis ’sufficient size’ tramne ’large size’

e hozwe ’light state’, htizmis ’sufficient weight’, hiizne ’heavy state’

e kénwe ’little hardness, soft state’, kimmis ’sufficient hardness’, kimme ’great hardness, hard state’

o twéwe ’'low speed, slow state’, twimis ’sufficiently fast state’, twimne "high speed, fast state’
The final unstressed -e of the endings -we, -mne was at some point lax in pronunciation, merging with *o.
It then caused the evening-out of vowels (|1.2.3)), affecting preceding a, i > e and u > o. Hence one would
expect to find both tréwe, trémne < *traws, *tramns. However, in the standard dialect, the original vowels
were restored by analogy to the unsuffixed words, except for the mollitive form. The reason for that has

probably to be sought in the sound-symbolic association of i with higher intensity and of a with larger size (see
sound-symbolism: http://sindanoorie.net/glp/phonosymb.php).

The notion of an extreme quantity is expressed by adding -t to -mne and -we, e.g.:

e tramnet 'maximal size, biggest’, tréwet 'minimal size, smallest’

e twimnet ‘'maximal speed, fastest’, twéwet 'minimal speed, slowest’

With count nouns, this forms a collective plural, denoting all things of a kind in existence, or just in a specific
context, e.g. médamit ’human beings as a species’. Hence also the name of the language: talmit means ’all
the words and labels’, colloquially 'language’.

A further emphasis can be given by repeating the suffix as a prefix, e.g.:

e mneyuzne 'very heavy state’
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e wetréwe ’tiny size’

e mistwtimis 'quite sufficient speed’

e jotaljo 'very few words’ etc.
Note that a separate word ’'very’ is not required in Talmit. With the collective plural, reduplication further
emphasizes the completeness:

e miytalmit ’all the words there are’

e migmédamit ’each and every man’

e imneytagnet-noéllo ’in the very beginning’
Size is a natural quantity of any existing object, and separate endings are found for it:

e diminutive: -win, -lin

e augmentative: -men

They are frequently used in word derivation, e.g.:
e dakwin, daklin ’small rock, pebble’, dagmen ’large rock, boulder’
e tarwin ’boy’, illin ’girl’

Colloquially, there is some confusion of the endings, so that -we and -mne are used instead, clearly by influence
from the mass nouns (hence dékwe "pebble’; dagne "boulder’), but this should be strictly avoided if one wants
to get an official proficiency certificate in Talmit (not that there is one).

For all non-permanent states, the natural quantity is duration, and so the same endings refer to time:

e dilénwin ’short sleep’, dilérmen ’long sleep’

e ganewin ’short voyage’, gdnemen ’long voyage’

Zero quantity can be expressed by prefixing mul- (mu- before roots containing 1) to both states and nouns,
e.g.:

e mutal 'no word’

multwi ’zero speed, resting state’

e mulyis 'weightless state’

multat ’at zero time, now’

e mulpni 'empty state’

2.1.2 Noun classes

Note that words may belong to both count and mass noun categories, e.g. kju ’part, division’ as a count
noun kjami 'many parts’, kjumit ’all parts, the whole’; but as a mass noun: kjimne ’large part’, kjimnet
‘majority’, kjowet 'minority’. Some words may even be regared either as states or as nouns, e.g. pal as a count
noun: 'body/fixed volume of water’ (palmi, paljo), as a mass noun: 'water as a substance’ (palne, pélwe)
and as a state: ’liquid state’ (immeasurable).

To specify which one is meant, it is common to affix enclitic ta (count noun), ha (mass noun), pa (state):

e pal 'water’: palta 'body/fixed volume of water’, palya ’'water as a substance’, palpa ’liquid state’
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e kas ’'fire’: kasta ’a single fire’, kasya ’fire as an element’ (kdsyamne ’conflagration’, késyewe ’small
fire’), kdspa ’burning state’

e dat ’stone’: dayta ’a single stone’, dayya ’stone as a material’, dappa ’petrified state’

e tan ’possession’: tanta ’a thing being possessed’, tayna (< *tapya) ’continuously measurable possession
(e.g. land)’, tampa ’(the state of being) possessed’

Tat ’point in time’ becomes tayta ’time in counting (German mal, French fois)’, hence tagmi, taytami 'many
time points’, tagmi-néllo, tayxtami-nollo ’'often’ takjo, taytajo few time points’, takjo-nollo, taxtajo-
nollo ’seldom’. Or it becomes tappa, now grammaticalized as the temporal conjunction 'when, as’:

e dagmi-nu nesataznun tappa 'when one gathers stones’ [clause]

e dagmi-nu nesataznuna tat ’the time to gather stones’ [noun phrase| (with an attributive verbal form,
see [2.4.2))

Note that stone, for example, can be perceived to exist in discrete packages (like stones by the wayside) or as a
continuous mass of varying volume (like mountains) and therefore the word dat will be used to describe both.
But if one takes something like fruit (kwasta < yKWATS), it is only perceived to exist in countable units. In
English, ’fruit’ can be a mass noun: ’there is some fruit on the table’, but never so in Talmit — one would simply
use paucal kwastajo instead.

Another enclitic modifier is da essentially meaning ’intelligent being’. The commonest usage is its combination
with the root yME ’human’ to derive the proper word méda "human being’ (médata ’individual’, médapa
'state of being human’). Otherwise it can be used in a religious context for the means of personification: kazda
and palda would be ’fire spirit’ and 'water spirit’ respectively, for example.

Finally, professions may be either regarded as states, or may denote people practicing them. The difference can
be again made apparent by using -pa or -ta, e.g. pérax, péraxpa ’state of being king’, pérax, péraxta ’'a
person who is king’.

2.1.3 Signum and doublet nouns

As mentioned in the introduction, states may have signum, i.e. a positive and a negative part. The former is
usually expressed by the vowel a and the latter by i (v before w, j), more rarely by o and u respectively (mostly
for assimilative/dissimilative reasons). With PSV(S) roots, this is usually an infix, e.g. dlon > dalén ’awake
state’, dilon ’asleep state’. With PV(S) roots, a prefix is mostly found, e.g. ayal ’alive state’, ixal ’dead state’;
although suffixed -a, -i and other idiosyncracies occasionally occur, as okara ’state of good luck’, ikaru ’state
of bad luck’ < yKAR.

For PSVS-roots compound forms according to the pattern dallo-, dillo- < *dalno-, *dilno-, parzu-, pirzu- <
*parsu-, *pirsu- (shifted to Pa/iSSV-), e.g. dillogas ’dream’ are common.

The positive state is, if possible, chosen to be the one beneficial with respect to the speaker; the negative state
as harmful, e.g. apéa ’'good, proper state’, ipéa ’bad, improper state’, halan ’(morally) good state’, huran
'bad, evil state’ (for the alternation l|r see . Therefore, the latter can be often translated by a negative
prefix 'un-, in-, dis-’. But often enough, the distribution between a- and i- is purely idiomatic and conventional.

Many states are measured with a signum and vary on a scale on top of it. For instance, vertical position can
be measured above or below the speaker (or some point of reference). The positive state is again expressed by
a or o in form of a prefix, infix or suffix; and the negative state by i or u. It can be combined with -mne and
-we:

e prus ’vertical position’: partizne ’very high above’, parézwe ’a bit above’, pirézwe ’a bit below’,
piruzne 'far below’

e tat ’point in time’: atat 'some time in future’ (atagne in the far future and atékwe in the near future),
itat ’some time in past’ (itdgne in the far past and itékwe in the near past)

e ¢al ’degree of light intensity’: adalne ’bright state’, apélwe ’light state’, ipélwe ’darkish state’, ipalne
‘dark state’

e tle 'temperature’: talé ’degree of warmth’, tilé 'degree of coldness’, hence talémne ’hot state’, taléwe
'warm state’, tiléwe ’chilly state’, tilémne ’cold state’
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Note that mutlé in the latter case would be 'neither cold nor warm’, i.e. room temperature’ in the case of
weather, which is zero on this given scale; and similarly mu¢al 'twilight state’, mulpéa 'neither good nor bad,
average/neutral state’ (mulpéa-epéamis-néjo ’comme ci, comme ¢a’).

2.1.4 Relative scale, comparison

All the mentioned states were used on an absolute scale, given by the context. To compare two states, one has
to go to a relative scale. It can be done by using e in the same way one uses signum markers (2.1.3) which
are not required anymore. Hence pertus ’relative vertical position’, telé 'relative temperature’, epal 'relative
brightness’. The comparative is then expressed by using the postposition laha of the comparative case
and -mne/-we, which now express the idea of larger /smaller:

A-jar B-laha edalne-ndjo ’A is brighter than B’

A-jar B-laha per6zwe-néjo ’A is positioned lower than B’

e B-ldhar A-mo edal-ja témme-ndjo, lit. 'compared to B, the relative brightness of A has a large value’
(with ten ’value’ (generally on a scale)); or

B-lahar A-mo ¢al-ja etémme-ndjo

Emphasis can be added by reduplicating -mne/-we: A-jar B-ladha emnedalne-ndjo 'A is much brighter
than B’.

To say that the two values are equal, one uses the suffix -mis (originally meaning ’average value’, etymologically
'middle’) or -nes (an ancient element meaning ’copy’ for nouns, 'repetition’ for verbs) on the relative scale:

e A-jar B-laka edalmis-nojo ’A is as bright as B’ or

e B-lakar A-mo ¢al-ja eténnes-néjo

In particular, ge ’degree of similarity’ is always used on a relative scale (epéwe ’dissimilar state’, epémis
‘same, equal state’) to express an unspecific comparison. Obviously, epémne makes no sense, unless one wants
to say something like:

e Hépermit-ja epémis-ndjo assé, héperjo-jar epémne-ndjo ’All animals are equal, but some are more
equal than others’

2.1.5 Plural and intervals

An interval or difference between two values on the scale of states can be expressed by prefixing an- or na-
(or on-, no-). Sometimes, the interval is also measured with signum and the negative state is then
formed by in-, ni- (or un-, nu-). For example, while prus means ’vertical position’, ampras or naprus
means ’difference between two points on the vertical axis’ or simply ’height’. Accordingly, impris or nipruas
means 'depth’, measured below the reference point of the speaker.

This was originally formed with the Proto-Tallic element *n- which conveyed the idea of extension in space or
time in Proto-Tallic (hence *nprus without signum). It was later broken to am-|an-, na- or im-|in-, ni- due to
influence of the a/i-classification of the signum states. Forms like *mprus still appear medially in compounds,
e.g. kaontat ’year, full cycle’ < kéo ’cycle, period’ + *ntat ’time span’.

Intervals of states are still continuous states and can therefore be qualified by -we and -mne, e.g. ampruazne
‘great height’, amproézwe ’small height’, imprézwe ’small depth’, impriazne ’great depth’; or used on a
relative scale: amperts ’relative height’, imperts ’relative depth’. But they can also be treated as count
nouns, e.g. antat 'time interval, period’, antakjo 'few periods’, antagmi 'many periods’.

An interval of count nouns is the ordinary plural, e.g. antal, natal 'words’, amméda, naméda ’human beings’
and so on. However, it is used much less than in English — it might be translated with 'some, an amount of’ and
is mostly used in contexts where the speaker cannot vouch for the amount of the mentioned things (almost like
evidentiality). Generalized statements like "Sheep eat flowers with thorns’ prefer the singular instead — ’Sheep
eats flower with thorn’.
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In Proto-Tallic, the ordinary plural was actually formed by *-mi, which has since then shifted its meaning to
the greater plural (2.1.1) in Talmit, but remains so in Kymna.

Note that before hV- a metathesis *py > xn takes place, hence héper ’animal’, pl. aynéper. The variants
with an open syllable na-/no-, ni-/nu- are preferred before hS-.

Intervals as count nouns take the prefix anna-/anni- when put into the plural, e.g. annatat ’'time intervals,
periods’.

Prefixing en- or ne- to count nouns marks a relative scale where amounts can be compared. 'More’ is then
expressed by -mi, fewer’ by -jo and ’as many as’ by -mis, e.g. emmédami 'more people’, empekworjo 'fewer
flowers’, enkaontagmis 'as many years as’.

2.1.6 Dual and reduplication
Count nouns with signum ([2.1.3) are mostly the dual body parts where the right or upper side is positive, e.g.:

e plézne 'hand’, palézne 'right hand’, pilézne ’left hand’ and in the same way:

e glo ’ear’, galo, gild

$jal ’eye’, pajal, Prjal

ba ’leg’, aba, iba
e kréze 'wing’, karéze, kiréze
e péple ’lip’, pépla ’upper lip’, pépli ’lower lip’

The dual is formed by superposing both vowels into a diphthong (a crasis of sorts):

e pailézne ’pair of arms’

e gaild 'pair of ears’

$aujal ’'pair of eyes’
e aiba ’'pair of legs’
e kair6ze ’pair of wings’

e péplai ’pair of lips’
For states this similarly forms a dvandva compound:

e aipéa ’both good and bad’

e aidal 'chiaroscuro, clair-obscur’ (’both light and dark’)

Aiyal would theoretically mean 'both dead and alive’ which might be useful in limited contexts...
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... but not in too many, so that in such a case the meaning shifts to a disjunction: aiyal ’dead or alive’.

A reduplication of the whole word forms a greater plural for count nouns (similar to Japanese) and carries the
additional shade of meaning ’various sorts of’:

e krakkrat, dissim. krapprat = kradmi 'mountains’ (Jap. yamayama)

e taltal = talmi 'many words’ (taltal-nu taplun ’say a lot’)

e $jaldjal 'many eyes, various viewpoints’
Polysyllables reduplicate just the first syllable without its sonant:

e kakatu 'many trees, various sorts of trees’ (properly applied to a mixed forest) (Jap. kigi)
e popodida 'many rivers, various styles’
e tetémba 'many thoughts, various ideas’
e peplézne 'many hands, various agents’
Initial spirants of polysyllables turn into unvoiced stops by dissimilation: padamreta = pamretami 'many

clouds’ (cf. Grassmann’s law in Greek, e.g. perfect active geldyw> négeuya). By analogy this has led to a
spirantization of initial stops, so that

e kayatu, pododida, teBémba, pedlézne

are alternative forms.

For states, reduplication conveys the idea of a reserved judgement, the signum marker is used only once:

e amprusprus 'quite high’
e talétle 'quite warm’

e itaytat-nollo ’quite a long time ago’ (cf. Jap. mukashi-mukashi)

Some reduplicated words are colloquial names for plants and animals (or used by children), e.g. anderdergame
‘elephant’ ("long-nose’), kinkinkatu ’oak’ ("hard-tree’).

Reduplication of the numeral at, a ’one’ gives *aQa(Q) > aha(t), éa(t) ’pair, both’. This is also used as a
prefix ’bi-, di-’, e.g. ahamba, ahaba, eaba, eamba ’biped’. Reduplications of other numerals also appear:
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o il ’2 > illi 4
e es’3 > ésse 6’
e or 4’ > 6rro '8’
e un ’5’ > tnnu ’10’
They are usually used where two groups of two/three/four are denoted, e.g.:

e illiba ’quadruped, animal’

e esseba ’six-legged, insect’

e orroba ’eight-legged, arachnid’ (but ’octopus’ would be (e)mezba < (e)més ’8’)
e unnupun ’'ten-fingered’

e immiba ’centipede’ (< mi|im 'many’)

A threefold repetition of at gives *aQ(a)Qa(Q) > taxxa(t), téahat ‘'many, a large amount’, an archaic/poetic
equivalent to ddmme < dan 'number’.

2.1.7 Numerals

Apart from duality, another important symmetry in Talmit is pentality, that is a grouping in sets of five. It
manifests itself in five initial consonant series, five root-final sonorants (at least by a naive analysis) and five
vowels. Originally, the numerals themselves seem to have been a quinary, i.e. a base-5 system, and were formed
with the five vowels and root-final sonorants:

e at,a’l’,il "2’ es ’3’, or '4’, un 'y’
9 ) A 9 Ip?
e ax ’sole, only’, Apax ’pair

This system was at some time expanded to a biquinary one, with the numerals 6-10 formed by: modified vowel
+ nasal n/m + numeral 1-5; and stress on the ultimate syllable:

e amat '6’, inil ’7’, emés '8’ endr ’9’, unin 10’

The initial vowel was originally *, later assimilating to the following one according to the evening-out rule
(1.2.3]). However, untin is probably a reduplicated dual form. Colloquial variants are mat, nil, mes, nor/mor,
mun.

Higher numerals are formed by combination: untn es '13’, enér unan at '91’ and so on. Alternatively enclitic
-mun can be used as a decimal suffix: agmun 10’ (rare), ilmun ’20’, ézmun ’30’, 6rmun ’40’, immun ’50’,
amagmun ’60’, \nilmun ’70’, enérmun ’90’.

Furthermore, augmentative -men appended to ’5’ yields firmen 25" which is archaic; and appended to 10’
it yields untrmen ’100’ (cf. French million < mille 1000’).

A special case outside these patterns is mut ’0’, a variant of the root yMUL~yMUJ~yMUQ 'nothing’.

Numerals precede nouns without any particles and the monosyllabic ones up to five are compounded. The
singular is used with all numbers: agméda ’one person’, ilméda 'two persons’, ezméda 'three persons’ and so
on.

Cardinals are formed with ordinal + dan 'number, amount’ + gen. mo: aydan-mo ’1st’ (Jap. ichiban no),
ildan-mo ’2nd’ and so on.

Even though natural numbers are discrete, there is an associated scale, and so dan is a mass noun when varying
on it: damme/dénwe ’a large/small number, high/small amount’; otherwise: dammi/danjo 'many/few
numbers’.

Finally, one can combine numerals with the greater plural -mi (often in form -mni after n by influence of the
intensive and the paucal -jo to express a judgement as to whether this quantity is large or small, e.g.
untirmemni ‘100 which is a lot’, untrmenjo ’just 100’. Hence for example the saying agmédajo, ilmédami
‘one-person-PAU, two-person-GPL’ meaning that two people can accomplish much more than one.

Small fractions are formed from the root 1q, literally meaning ’cut’, high fractions with the suffix -ki attached
to the numeral:
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e it, i 'one half’ (one cut), redupl. ipit ’one third’ (two cuts)

e Orki 'one fourth’, inki ’one fifth’ etc.

Compare the verb ixun ’cut in two equal parts’, ipixun ’cut in three equal parts’. Analogy to the latter word
explains ipit instead of expected *7kit. It is unclear whether the suffix -ki comes from 4/1Q in the reversed form
*/Q1, or is a reduced form of kju ’'part’.

While iQ- as a prefix means ’half the amount of what is expected’, e.g. {ize-ldha tarme-ippa-néjo I'm half
the man I used to be’ (lit. ’Compared to my past state, [['m| in a half-man state’), as a suffix it means ’one half
out of two’ and has thus naturally come to mean ’(an)other’, e.g. méhit, médahit ’another person’, ta(h)it,
tayta(h)it ’another point in time’ and so on.

2.1.8 Indefiniteness

To emphasize indefiniteness many languages use a construction involving the numeral ’one’, and of course, the
indefinite article is very often derived from it. Talmit, although it uses grammaticalized numerals in various
constructions, shows no such tendency. The indefiniteness of an object can be stressed by using the attribute

agd-mo, lit. of existence’ (e.g. agé-mo médata ’a certain individual’), the indefiniteness of a point in time
can be stressed by using tat-mo, lit. ’of time’ (e.g. tat-mo adpéx-nollo 'on a certain day, once upon a time’).

2.2 Cases/postpositions
2.2.1 Overview

There are several postpositions in Talmit that can be classified as cases:

short (for nouns) long or modified (for states)
basic iambic basic short iambic
ja eja comitative jésse -jse, -jes ejsé
nominative wa ewa
e ané
locative nétto (arch. fného) -nto, -not -
accusative nu onu temporal néllo -llo, -nol -
stative néjo -njo, -noj anjo
genitive mo amob origative moéno, mana -mno, -mon amnod
dative ma ema destinative mére -mre, -mer emré
instrumental  zo azob mutative méza (arch. fzana) -mze, -mes emza
themative la ela comparative laha -lka, -lat elka
vocative -le (suffix)

This juxtposition shows that there once were six original cases, namely nominative, accusative, genitive, dative,
instrumental and themative (the latter answering to ’about what?’). The modified postpositions were likely
formed by agglutination with other elements.

In any case, comitative jésse is most certainly formed from *jaso, with the general linking/conjunctional element
*s0; and regular gemination of s after the stressed vowel.

Locative fnoho was originally formed with *we ’place’ (also the source of nominative wa), the historical form
nowo then losing w between a vowel and o, with the general hiatus-breaker h (cf. substituted: *nowe >
*nowo > *noo > noho. However, n6tto was ultimately substituted by analogy to temporal néllo where 1 was
regularly geminated after the stressed vowel. Similarly, méza was an invention in analogy to méno/maéna,
meére replacing earlier fzana.

Stative ndjo most likely contains nominative *jo or *ja.

The other modified postpositions seem to derive from *mone, *maRe, zans, *laQe with evening-out of
the vowels and second elements of uncertain origin. It might also be that méno, mana, mére and fzana
are actually results produced by a single suffix -o appended to the short postpositions, with *R inserted as a
hiatus-breaker (see and later becoming r/1/n from which the particular forms above were selected in the
later course of the language.

The iambic postpositions are used after a stressed ultimate syllable, e.g. méda-jar, but kas-ejar. The hyphen
is written purely for aesthetic reasons — to indicate that the words are postpositions and modify the preceding
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word. The first variant of the short postpositions is used after vowels, the second after consonants: méda-njo,
but kas-noj.

There are some simplifications in contact with nasals: ma, mo dissimilate to na, no after m; and the commonly
appearing -mne-ndjo is usually shortened to -m-néjo. For euphonic reasons, iambic azé is used after -s
irresepective of stress, hence kas-az6 instead of **kas-zo

2.2.2 Stative, origative, destinative and mutative

The stative postposition ndjo is used to indicate that something is in a certain state, e.g. adalne-ndjo ’'in
a state of high light intensity = bright’, twimne-ndjo ’'in a state of great speed = fast’. This also includes
deverbal states describing ongoing action and may compared to the Welsh mae ... yn construction, e.g. Mae’r
blodyn yn coch = Pekwor-ejar kawa-nojo 'The flower is red’, Mae’r adar yn canu = Antéspa-ja glanon-
ndjo 'The birds are singing’.

Nojo is also used in the sense ’in the capacity of” after professions, e.g. hékar-ndjo ’as a writer, in the capacity
of a writer’, lit. ’in the state of a writer’.

Origative méono/méana, mutative méza and destinative mére (dial. méle) are used when a change of state
is described. The original state is marked by moéno/maéana, the final state by mére, while méza describes
how the change happened, the intermediate state: Banat-wa adalne-mére twimne-méza 'The sun started
to shine quickly’, lit. "The sun changed into a shining state, changing quickly’ or Ttilba-méza atalet-mére
(péinun) 'Tt suddenly became summer’ (talba ’a jump’, tdblun ’to jump’ < yTUBL).

No verb is required, although

e pénun ’'to change’
e garun 'to change quickly, intensely, abruptly’
e ¢éllun ’to change slowly, softly, continuously’
can be added. Hence for example: pirtis-mére garun ’to fall down’, pirtas-mére $éllun ’'to lie down’.
Since changes of states are actions or events, they can also be expressed by verbs. However, when using verbs,

the action is volitional; and when using states it is outside one’s control, hence spirassun ’to descend’ (with a
destative verb, see [2.4.8]).

Thus méza corresponds to an adverbial marker if the predicate expresses real change ('suddenly became’),
while ndjo may correspond to an adverb of a stative verb (’shine bright(ly)’).

2.2.3 Nominative

There are three kinds of sentences in Talmit:

1. equations ("A is B’) where e plays the role of the copula:
e Banil e hodriissuna prandarma-no hégne 'The moon is a bank of ruined metaphors’?
2. stative expressions (A is in B’) where the subject is marked by ja (often shortened to j’ before vowels):

e kawa-nojo 'to be (in a state of) red’

e Sulgaywata-ja / kawa-ndjo kawa-ndjo / kawam-néjo lo! 'Plum blossoms, they are / very red,
indeed, very red, / very red they are™

3. actions/events (perfective in past & future, habitual in present) where the subject is marked by wa (often
shortened to w’ before vowels):

e Béta-war kinta-mo pekwoér-nu ayagun 'Sheep eat flowers with thorns™

2La luna es un Banco de metdforas arruinado (gregueria by Ramon Gomez de la Serna)
3ume no hana / akai wa akai wa / akai wa na (comic haiku by Hirose Izen)

Afrom The Little Prince
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2.2.4 Temporal and locative

Temporal nollo is used with points of time, e.g. multat-nollo 'now’, just like locative noétto is used with
places, e.g. pelestami-noétto ’in the town’ — not much surprise here (cf. the Hungarian temporal case -kor).
Locative states can receive either nétto or ndjo:

e paris-notto = parias-nojo 'being above, in a state of being positioned above’.

2.2.5 Themative and vocative

The themative case denotes the topic of a discourse, e.g. bamnekar-la juttaplendé ’talk about the weather’.
When the topic is a whole clause or a direct quotation, it is framed by al ...la, e.g. al bamnekar-j’apéa-
ndjo-la juttaplendé ’discuss whether the weather shall be good’.

Vocative -le is a suffix and thus leads to changes of final consonants: téat — téakle!, téayle! ’father!’, téhil
— téhille! 'mother!’.

2.2.6 Topic marking

Every prepositional phrase can be made topic by the addition of -r. Topic marking works just as in Japanese
or Korean and is often similar to the usage definite/indefinite articles in order to separate known information
from new.

Mére + topic marker becomes méler < *maRor.

2.2.7 Compounded and reduplicated postpositions

Talmit loves to compound postpositions among themselves and with states, up to the point that they actually
remain an open class. It is a sign of eloquence to use diverse positpositions and to even invent some of one’s
own. The commonest are:

e loc. + gen.: négno ’from’, loc. 4+ dat.: négma ’to, towards’

e ’inside’ + dat.: tartima ’into’, 'outside’ + dat.: tirama ’out of’

e loc. + instr.: n6gzo — means or way of transportation

— hlimas-négzo ganun ’go by sea’
e loc. + ’above’: népparus ’above’, loc. + 'below’: néppirus 'below’

— pelestami-noétto ’in the town (anywhere)’, pelestami-néppirus ’in the houses of the town’ (lit.
'under the many roofs’)

e ’above’ + dat.: partizma ’on top of, up (direction)’; ’below’ + dat.: pirtizma 'under, down (direction)’,
above and below’ + dat.: pairtizma 'up and down’

e temp. -+ gen.: nélno ’since’, temp. + dat.: nélma ’until’
e temp. + mut.: nolméza — time, in which an action is done
— adéx-nolméza ’in a day’s time’
e orig. + gen.: marmo — compositive
— pnétas-marmo 'made out of silver’
e them. + gen.: lamo marks how something is called
— Oynor-lamo katu ’the tree called birch’
e comp. + dat.: lAmma ’according to’

e acc. + gen.: nimo — genitivus obiectivus
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— pelestami-nimo sarpéllon ’the construction of the city’
e loc. + 'middle’: négmis "between’
e ’'possession’ + instr.: tanzo, tanzd 'thanks to, owing it to’
The Proto-Tallic element n- (= T. ni-) prefixed to postpositions expresses the permanentness of a state, or the
extension in time and space:
e nindjo — permanent state
— Toyor-ja 6xon-nindjo 'Snow is [permanently| white’

e nindtto ’everywhere in’, ninégmis ’everywhere in between’ (often following a dual noun or a dvandva
compound)

— kahat-notto ’(somewhere) in the world’, kahat-ninétto ’everywhere in the world, all over the
world’

— pairts-ninégmis 'from top to bottom, completely’ (of a person or something vertical)
— ¢jabremit-ninégmis ’everywhere within the borders, all over’ (of something flat)

— gailé-nindégmis ’everywhere between the ears = in the head’ (somewhat slangy)
e ninégno ’occupying all the space from’, ninégma ’occupying all the space until’

— bamne-ninégma partzba ’a tower reaching to the heavens’
e nindllo, ninélno, ninélma, ninolméza — as above, with reference to time

— adéx-nindllo ’all day, at all time points during the day’
e nindlzo — after deverbal states 'while doing’

— ayagon-nindlzo taplun ’say while eating’ (Jap. -nagara)
The compound of (ni)néjo and genitive mo yields (ni)néimo which can be used whenever a state is attributive:

e (ni)néimo — attributive state

— htzne-néimo darma ’a heavy burden’
Reduplication of some postpositions forms a couple of interjections (sometimes used adverbially):

e ndjo-nojo! 'That’s just how it is!’, 'Nothing can be done!” etc.
e mére-mére! 'Come on!’, 'Let’s go, let’s do it!’ etc.
e moéno-mono! ‘Stop it!’, ’Cut it out!’, ’Stop being like that!” etc.

e méza-méza! It went just like that!’, "That seemed very quick!” (subjective judgement, not actual speed:
Méza-méza atalet-wa adérne-mére 'The summer went by quickly’)

2.2.8 Possession

Possession is expressed in many ways in Talmit, according to the animacy scale. The possessor is usually left
out, if clear from the context:
1. inanimate objects: with agd ’state of existence’
e [Eze-néimar| hrésse-j’agoé-néjo ’[I] have a sword’
2. animals: with ayal 'state of being alive’

e [Eze-néimar| béta-j’ayal-néjo ’[I] have a sheep’
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3. property: with tan, tampa, tayna ’(state of being) possessed’

e [Eze-néimar| pélesta-ja tan-néjo ’[I] possess a house’
4. body parts: with the locative nétto

e Terméda-néttor tramne-game 'He/she has a large nose’ (lit. "There is a large nose on him’)
5. other human beings: with comitative jésse

e Terméda-jésser pallin 'He/she has a child’ (lit. He/she is with child’)

The first three constructions mark the possessor by néima, a compounded postposition of stative néjo and
dative ma (dialectal néila with themative la is also found) which can be translated as 'with respect to, pertaining

b

to’.

2.3 Pronouns

Proto-Tallic had numerous roots for personal pronouns of which the only ones surviving in Talmit are:

sg. plL.
1st éze ézra
2nd ama amra

They are properly states rather than pronouns and can also take tense: {ize 'my past state’, éoze 'my future
state’, Aima ’your past state’, Auma ’your future state’. In the past & future plural, one uses compounds with
pa ’state’.

To express 'I ain’t like that anymore’
from my past state’.

® one would say tize-ldha epéwe-ndjo ’|My present state is| dissimilar

There are no true pronouns for the 3rd person, demonstratives are used instead. Their roots are as follows:

here (by speaker) VBEN > ben-
there (by listener) {PHRON > d¢ron-
over there (away from speaker and listener, or in future) TER > ter-

back there (something previously mentioned, or in past) {THER > Oer-

Possessives are formed by compounds, or with the genitive mo (the latter as in Japanese), but most forms are
contracted:

e amo mo > amo ’your’

e ben mo > bémo ’this’, bemnéda ’this person’

$ron mo > Prémo ’'that by you’, dromnéda ’that person with you’

e térmo ’'that over there’, terméda ’that person |[over there|’

0érmo ’'that one mentioned’, Oerméda ’that person [which was mentioned|’

Locations are denoted by a compound with we, hwe ’place’ (hwe properly means ’direction’) or archaically by
the simple we-grade

e bénwe, tbéwen ’'here’

e dronwe, tPréon ’there’

e térywe, ftéwer ’over there’

e Oérywe, 10éwer 'that mentioned place’

e ;
°from Unforgiven
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The word kos, literally meaning ’kin, family’ or 'group of associates’ is commonly used as an exclusive pronoun
when possession is shared (cf. Jap. uchi). For example, one would use k6zmo in phrases like 'my/our child’,
‘our soldiers’ or 'my heavy metal band’ when talking to outsiders. It would be absurd to say ?éze-mo pan 'my
child’ in Talmit, as it would imply that the speaker has begotten and given birth to it all by himself without a
second person involved (I suppose it would be suitable for Dr. Frankenstein or Dr. Noonian Soong).

The word ta ’count noun’ can serve as a general pronoun equivalent to English 'one’, e.g. kawa-néimo ta ’the
red one’, bémo ta ’this one’ etc.

The interrogative pronoun is nwa(n)- for inanimates and ma- (< *pwa-) for animates:

e mada? 'who?’

e nwanta? 'what?’

e nwampa? ’how, in what state?’

e nwanwe? 'where?’

e nwara? ’'which one (of the things)?’
e mara? ’which one (of the persons)?’

One can use these or nwa(n)/ma with postpositions, e.g. mada-mo? 'whose?’, nwa-mo? ’of what?’, ma-la?
’about whom?’, nwa-la? ’about what?’, nwan-zo? "how?, by what means?’ and so on.

Their partial reduplications nanwa and manwa mean ’something’ and ’somebody’ respectively.

2.4 Verbs and states
2.4.1 Overview

Verbs in Talmit have the following principal endings (either timeless or in the present) which are explained
further below:

e conclusive: -un (simple predicate)

e verbal state: -on 245

e cventive state: -a(h)on [2.4.6

e negative verbal state: -in [2.4.5

e negative adverbial: -imnui [2.4.5

e attributive (or adnominal): -una[2.4.2]

e conjunctive: -énze [2.4.3]

e compound: -en-[2.4.4]

e imperative: -ere [2.4.10]

e cohortative: -tire 2.4.10]

2.4.2 Attributive

The attributive form is used to qualify count nouns or states and is the counterpart to relative clauses or
participles in Indo-European:

e kibis-j’ago-n6imo médase képsuna méda ’those with guns and those who dig’®

dig’)
Sfrom The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

(from kédsun ’to
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2.4.3 Conjunctive

The conjunctive form is very similar to the te-form of Japanese. It is time- and aspectless and signals addition
— another sentence or just another verb may follow. The described processes may take place simultaneously or
consecutively, according to the context. The last verb is in the conclusive form. For example:

e Aganénze ginénze saldréssuluin ’Veni, vidi, vici’
Repeating the same verb denotes a prolonged action, e.g.:
e ganénze-ganendé-njo ’keep going’
2.4.4 Compound
The compound form is used in verb-verb or verb-noun compounds, for example:

e késsun ’'to pierce, stab’, taruganun ’to enter’ — késsen-taruganun ’to intrude, invade’
e ganun ’to go’, ginun ’to see’ — ganen-ginun ’to try’
e ayagun ’eat, consume’, ta ’count noun’ — ayagenta ’food’ (Jap. tabe-mono)
In terms of verb framing, verb-verb compounds indicate the manner of movement (e.g. barun ’feel with feet’,

ganun 'to go’ — baren-ganun 'to walk’); while prefixes indicate the path (taru ’inside’ — baren-taruganun
'walk inside, enter walking’).

2.4.5 Verbal state, negative verbal state, and negative adverbial
Continuously doing something is a state, for which the verbal state is used:
o Ayagon-noéjo ’[I am| eating’

Another possibility, which also allows tense, is a compound with de ’action, state of doing something’ (see
2.5.1)).

Not doing something is also a state and is expressed by the negative verbal state, usually combined with pa
‘state’. For example:

e axyagin 'not eating’, usually axagimpa ’the state of not eating’

e Ayagimpa-noéjo ’[I am] (in the state of) not eating’

Finally, the negative adverbial form expresses that an action was carried out without doing something else
before (Jap. -zu):

e Ayagimnui igdinun I went out without having eaten’

Historically, this is a compound of -in with one of the many variants of yMUL~/MUJ~/MUQ ’nothing’, with
metathesis *-in-mui > -imnui.

2.4.6 Eventive state

The eventive is formed by the a-grade of the verbal state ending -on > -a(h)on (where h can be inserted for
the ease of pronunciation). It describes an event which has a fixed duration in time, with a clear beginning and
end. Hence:

e tetwézrun ’to shake, tremble’, tetwézron ’shaking, trembling’, ka-tetwézra(h)on ’earthquake’
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e braznun ’to fight’, braznon 'fighting’, brazna(h)on ’battle’

It is close in meaning to the e-grade ([1.2.3)), but properly describes an uncontrolled, chaotic action (in particular
forces of nature), while the e-grade stands for a deliberate, ordered process. Hence:

e gane ’travel, voyage’, but gana(h)on ’straying, wandering around without knowing the way’

e hékre 'writing, composition’, but hékra(h)on ’doodle, scribble’ — also as a dismissive term of someone
else’s writings

2.4.7 Signum of verbs

Verbs can have signum, but rather than being associated with a scale, it marks the direction of an action, if
such is understood. There are two major groups:

1. verbs of movement:

ganun ’to go, walk (in some direction)’ — aganun ’to come, arrive’, igdnun ’to leave, depart’
xatrun to fly’ — kasatrun ’fly here (to a point of reference)’, kisatrun ’fly away’

p6idun ’to flow’ — apoéidun ’flow here (to a point of reference)’; ipéidun 'flow away’

2. verbs of ingestion/egestion (or acquiring/losing) in a very broad sense:

ayxagun ’eat, consume, absorb’; ixagun ’spit out, emit, cast out’
ataznun ’to take (for oneself)’, itaznun ’take out, produce’

tézne-assun ’to read, count (absorbing information)’, tézne-issun ’to read, count (out aloud for
others)’

atéfrun ’to acquire unexpectedly, find, stumble upon’, ité0run ’to lose (unwillingly)’

hjosataznun ’to memorize (by learning/studying actively)’, hjositaznun ’'to remember’ (cf. Jap.
omoi-dasu) (hjos 'memory’)

hjosatéBrun ’to memorize casually’, hjositéBrun ’to forget’

$awinun ’to inhale’, prwinun ’to exhale’ (yPHWI)

In terms of aspect, signum-verbs are semelfactive (expressing a single action). Superposition of the signum
markers conveys the idea that an action has been carried out once in one direction and than immediately in
reverse, hence:

e aiginun ’go somewhere, then return’

e pauwinun ’inhale and exhale (one cycle)’

Iterated action is expressed by reduplication:

e aigaganun ’go back and forth’

e padauwinun ’to breathe’

2.4.8 Formation and classes

One can divide verbs in Talmit into the following classes:

1. Root verbs add -(n)un in the conclusive form (-nun after a vowel) and change the ending according to
the list in The consonants 1 and s geminate after a stressed vowel.

Examples:

JGA ’to go’: ganun, ganon/ganin, ganuna, ganénze, ganen-

JTHOL ’to serve’: 86llun, 86llon/06llin, 66lluna, Bolénze, B6llen-
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e /TEBN ’to think’: tébnun, tébnon/tébnin, tébnuna, tebnénze, tébnen-

"Light” roots ending in a vowel may also append -un, -una directly to the stem which then causes
u-mutation [I.1.]

e /GA ’to go’: gaun, gauna

e /PE ’to change’: peon, péona

e /GI ’to see’: giwun, giuna

. Associated verbs are derived from nouns or states and have a new, impredictable meaning. They add
-(a)run in the conclusive form (dissimilated -(a)lun if the root has r). If required, the intensive can be
expressed with -(e)mun and the mollitive with -urun/-ulun (forming a diphthong with the preceding

vowel). The e-umlaut of the mollitive form is preserved by analogy. The ending is then changed just as
above.

Examples:

e priyus ’degree of importance’ — praysemun ’'to lead’ (corresponding to priuzne ’state of great
importance’)

e ples 'drop’” — plézrun, pléssarun ’to pour’

e kran ’degree of power, influence’ — kranemun ’to command, be in charge’, krénulun 'to obey, be
in subordination’ (krdmme ’state of great power’, krénwe ’state of little power’)

Root verbs denote the action ’as such’. Associated verbs derived from the corresponding a-grade, on the
other hand, describe a semelfactive action, or a telic action involving the achievement of a goal, so e.g.:

e ayagun ’to eat’, but axangarun 'to eat up a meal’ < ayanga 'meal’

tlépun ’to blink’, but tlépparun ’to blink once’ < tléppa ’a flash’

e tébnun ’to think’, but témbarun ’to think once’ < témba ’thought’

e kdédsun ’to dig’, but késdarun ’to dig up a hole’ < kdspa 'hole’

. Destative verbs are extensively used whenever a process is characterized by the change of one state on its
scale. When the subject itself changes its state, s- is prefixed to the root (z- before voiced stops) and
-(n)un is appended. When the change is enforced upon an object (causative verb), sar-/sal-/san- (<

*saR-) is prefixed and -(n)un affixed. Intensive/mollitive states are again distinguished by using -(e)mun
and -urun/-ulun.

Examples:
e prus ’vertical position’ — spardssun ’to rise’, salpariissun ’to raise; to cause’, spirtdssun ’to
descend’, salpirtaissun ’to lower, take down; to settle (a problem), to smooth down’

e tra 'size, volume’ — stramun ’to expand, grow in size (on purpose)’, stréolun ’to shrink, diminish
in size (on purpose)’

e hal ’alive/dead state’ — sarayallun ’to beget, create’, sarvyallun ’to kill’

e dlon ’awake/asleep state’ — zdalénun ’to wake up (intentionally)’, sardalénun ’to wake so. up’
zdilénun ’to go to sleep’, sardilénun ’to put so. to sleep’

e drus 'degree of coherence’ — zdréssulun ’to fall apart, become scattered’, saldréssulun ’to scatter
sth. — to win over so. (in battle)’ (also braznen-saldréssulun from braznun ’to fight’)

One can also form an indirect causative with the help of the reduplicated prefix sassar-. It denotes that
something was not directly manipulated, but caused indirectly, hence for example sassarvyallun ’get
someone killed’. It can also be used in the sense ’allow so. to do sth.’, e.g. sassalparissun ’allow to rise’.

. Activity verbs are regarded as intermediary between states and events/actions. They are formed by a
compound of a state of activity and the verb sun ’to do, carry out’ (cf. Jap. suru-verbs):

e twékle ‘game’ — twékle-sun ’play a game’

e atézne 'reading’ — tézne-assun ’to read, count (absorbing information)’
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There is a slight difference between spirtaissuin ’descended’ (past tense, see below) and piras-mére ’changed
into a state of being positioned below’ — a destative verb is preferred when the action is volitional or at least
in some way controlled, the construction with mére for natural happenstances. Hence pirts-mére might be
rather translated by ’came down, fell, collapsed’, mulpras-mére ’fell to the ground’. Similarly zdiléinun
'went to sleep’, dilén-mére ’fell asleep’.

This distinction does not exist in the present and is just a tendency rather than a general rule, motivated by a
desire to dissociate overlapping forms (like English heaven acquiring a different meaning from sky). The state
of doing something has the form spirtasson, zdilénon both for volitional and non-volitional actions.

2.4.9 Past and future tense

There are three tenses of verbs and states in Talmit: present (rather 'habitual’ for verbs), past and future.
If there is a consonant cluster after the root vowel, the verb or state is weak. For verbs, the past and future
are formed by altering the suffix -un. For states, one forms a compound with the general word pa ’state’. The
past tense is formed by i-infixion and the future tense by u-infixion (1.1.3):

e past conclusive: -uin

e past attr.: -Giina

e future conclusive: -vun

e future attr.: -tuna

e past state: pai

e future state: pau
Thus for example tébnun ’to think’, tramne ’state of large size’:

e past conclusive: tébnuin 'thought of sth.’

e past attr.: tebniina 'who thought of sth.’

e future conclusive: tébniun 'will think of sth.’

e future attr.: sg. tebniuna 'who will think of sth.’

e past state: tramne-pai ’past large size’

e future state: tramne-pau ’future large size’
If there is only a single consonant after the root vowel, the verb or state is strong, so that the past and future
tense are formed by i- or u-infixion into the root itself. For example, ganun ’to go’, kas ’burning state’:

e past conclusive: gainun ’went’

e past attr.: sg. gdinuna 'who went’

e future conclusive: gaunun ’will go’

e future attr.: sg. gaununa 'who will go’

e past state: kais ’past burning state’

o future state: kaus ’future burning state’
Words geminating 1 and s in the present are also strong, as gemination does not appear after a diphthong;:

e 06llun ’to serve’, p.t. 86ilun, f.t. O6ulun

e sparussun ’'to rise’, p.t. spartiisun, f.t. sparitusun
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Associated and destative verbs are weak when derived with -emun, -arun, -urun/-ulun (the root syllable is
antepenultimate or has a diphthong), but strong when derived with -mun, run/-lun, -un e.g.:

e stréolun ’to shrink’, p.t. stréoluin, but:

e stramun ’to grow’, p.t. straimun

If the predicate involves a verb as well as a state, both are put into the past or future, e.g. pirtiis-mére péinun
‘changed into a past state of being positioned below’.

The i- and u-infixions originally denoted evidentiality in Proto-Tallic, whereby i-infixed forms stood for ascer-
tained events and u-infixed ones for uncertain. But since the former tend to occur in the past, while the latter
tend to occur in future, this simple evidentiality pattern became a marking of tense. In Hadam, on the other
hand, i-infixed forms became the first person singular inflection, as personal experiences are more certain than
those of other people; and u-infixion correspondingly became the third person inflection. Verbal inflections for
person did not appear in Proto-Tallic and neither do they in Talmit and Kymna.

2.4.10 Imperative

The imperative for verbs is formed with -ere attached to the present stem. A polite imperative was originally
formed by attaching -ere to the future tense, but the ending of weak verbs, -tunere, was later substituted for
both classes:

e weak: tébnun ’to think’ — tébnere! ’think!’, tebniunere! ’'please think!’

e strong: ganun ’to go’ — ganere! ’go!’, gantunere! ’please go!’ (earlier gaunere!)
For states, the imperative is expressed on the postposition:

e noire, njore ’be in this state!’

e mézre, mzére ’do it this way!’

e marre, mnare 'stop being in this state!’

e mélle, mlére ’change into this state!’
The variants with a single initial consonant are used after final consonants, those with an initial cluster after
vowels: halan-néire! ’be good!’, twimne-mzére! ’[do it] quickly!’. Used with the future tense of a state, one

can express a more polite request, as in the greeting halios-noéire! ’rejoice!’ (cf. Greek yoipe, yoipete) (< halis
‘state of happiness’ < yKHLIS).

The corresponing cohortative form is -iire, for verbs and postpositions alike:

e gantire! ’let’s go!’

e n(o)jiire! ’let’s be in this state!’

e m(e)ziire! ’let’s do it this way’l’

e m(a)niire! ’let’s stop being in this state!’

e m(e)liire! ’let’s change into this state!’

2.4.11 Passive
The passive is formed by -tissun replacing -un. Passive verbs are always weak:
e pruysemun ’to lead’, pruysemissun ’to be led’

e ayagun ’'to eat’, axagussun 'to be eaten’, ayagussuin 'was eaten’

e salparussun ’to raise; to cause’, salparusiissun ’'to be raised, caused’, salparusissiun ’will be raised,
caused’
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2.4.12 Reduplicated verbs, quantified action

Reduplication is applied to semelfactive verbs to express that an action is iterative, i.e. carried out multiple
times one after another. The rules of reduplication are the same as for states and nouns (2.1.6): The first
syllable is repeated with the root vowel. Spirants are reduplicated as stops while stops may become spirantized
medially.

Hence kérdalun means 'move once in a circle’ and its reduplication kokérdalun, koyo6rdalun means 'revolve,
rotate, move many times in a circle’. Témbarun ’to think once’ describes a single thought or idea popping
into one’s mind while an active thought process over some problem would be described by tetémbarun,
teBémbarun.

Other examples:

e twézrun ’'twitch, jerk’, tetwézrun, teBwézrun ’shake, tremble’

e tlépparun ’to blink, twinkle once’, tetlépparun, teBlépparun ’blink many times, twinkle, sparkle,
scintillate’

e kimbarun ’to throw or thrust once, shoot once with a bow’, kikimbarun, kiximbarun ’to throw, thrust
many times, shoot many times with a bow’

e aiganun ’'go somewhere, then return’, aigaganun ’to go to and fro, back and forth’

Another possibility to express iterated action is the prefixing the greater plural marker mi- or the paucal marker
jo- (2.1.1)). Hence:

e miayangarun ’eat something often’

e mitémbarun ’think often (but possibly with time gaps in between)’

e joganun ’go somewhere seldom’ etc.
Similarly, one can prefix mne- to describe a forceful action and we- (with e-umlaut of the following vowel)
for an unforceful one:

e mnetébnun ’think hard’

e wekébun throw/shoot with a bow weakly’

e mnebarun ’kick’, webérun ’tiptoe’ from barun ’feel with feet’

and so on.

2.5 Auxiliaries and particles
2.5.1 Auxiliaries

Auxiliary states are used for various purposes in Talmit — to act as modals, to express evidentiality or the aspect
of an action.

1. Some auxiliaries grammatically behave like states. They can receive stative néjo and a preceding verb
either takes the compound or attributive form:

e kampa — visual appearance

— Térmo krat-ejar tramnekampa-néjo 'That mountain looks large’

— tramnekampa-néimo krat ’a large-looking mountain’
e epémis — comparison ’as, like’

— blénga-lka edpémis-ndjo ’like gold, goldlike’
e t6de — obligation

— Kradmi-négma iganentdéde-néjo '[I] have to go to the mountains’
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e de — progressive action
— Ayagendé-njo ’[I am] in the present process of eating = I am eating’
e degiis — intention
— Kradmi-négma iganuna deguas-néjo ’[I] intend to go to the mountains’

These states form the head of the corresponding phrase and take tense endings. In particular, de is
commonly used to express the present/past/future progressive tense (or imperfective aspect):

e ayagendii 'the past process of eating’
e ayagendé 'the present process of eating’

e ayagendéo 'the future process of eating’

Hence Ayagendii-nojo ’[I] was eating’ and so on.

Déo (the future of de) with the destinative mére is used to express aim or purpose:
e Ayagendéo-mére iganendé-nédjo '[I] am going out to eat’

2. Auxiliary states behaving like sentence-ending particles are understood to modify a whole sentence rather
than a verb or a state. They do not take néjo and the preceding verb is in the conclusive form. They
often denote evidentiality:

e talpa — evidential of hearsay (cf. taplun ’to say’)

— Oermo da-onur amménugi-wa ataznuin talpa 'He was caught by the police (so I have
heard)’

e ama — evidential of first-hand experience (cf. -ma/-wa ’-coloured, having the apperance of’)
— Oermo da-ondr ammeénugi-wa ataznuin ama 'He was caught by the police (I saw it myself)’
e tapa — pointing something out as a fact

— Kradmi-ja tram-néjo tapa 'Mountains are large, you know’ (cf. German ja — Berge sind ja
grofs, Jap. wake)

e tamulpa — impossibility
— Térmo krat-ontir ginimpa-njo tamulpa 'There is no way you cannot see that mountain’

e multappa (present), muletappa (past, future) — focuses on currentness of an action/state, used
with de in the present

— Axagendé-njo multappa ’[I] am eating right now’

e itAppawet (present), etAppawet (past, future) — action has been just recently completed
— Ayaigun etappawet, igainun ’Just as I finished eating, I went out’

e panta — optative
— Amo tal-ja kimi-néjo panta 'Hallowed be thy name’

e pakjumne/dekjumne ’is supposed to be’ — a conclusion drawn from evidence (the former after
states, the latter after verbs)

2.5.2 Conjunctions

Some conjunctions are states grammaticalized into sentence-ending particles:

e tappa ’when, as’

— Dilén(-néjo) tappa pafauwinon-néjo, pafauwinun tappa dilon-néjo I breathe when I sleep,
I sleep when I breathe’”

e taytamit 'whenever’
e kimmeka ’because’

— Plézmi-ja pirtis-mére kimmeka, iganimpai-ndjo I didn’t go because it was raining’

Tfrom Alice in Wonderland
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Others are actual particles or suffixes:

e -(s)se ’and’ joins two nouns and is a suffix similar to Latin -que:
— banaxe banil ’sun and moon’
e -ra is added at the end of an incomplete list:
— ayagentasse lhobentara 'food and drink and such’
e -ren ’or’ is also a suffix:
— banayren banil 'sun or moon (it doesn’t matter which)’
e -ren + numeral (2.1.7), i.e. -renat, renil, renes etc. express an exclusive ’either ... or ... or
— ayallenat iyallenil ’either live or die’
e assé, essé < *ar-se joins two sentences either as "but’ or ’and’
— Plézmi-ja pirdis-mére assé, igdinun 'l went out, although it rained’
e ana ’'but’, at the beginning of a sentence

e -arra ’even though’ (concessive) is attached to verbs indicates that the action is being done in vain (cf.
the sound-symbolic association of r with discomfort ; preceding r dissimilates to n:

— Dodwognarra / émnedwogren-dwognarra / pailézne-n’ $jallun T keep on working / and I
keep on working more / I stare at my hands™®

e mal ’although’ and stronger malmal ’even though’ (originally a quotative particle (cognate to Kymna
malon) with semantic shift 'they say’ — ’even though they say’)

If the suffix -(s)se is attached to the postpositions jésse, nétto, nollo, ndéjo, méno/mana, mére, méza,
laha it leads to jesésse, noxe, ndlze, ndjse, moénze/manze, mérze, mésse, laxe.

Conditional sentences use angéa as a sentence-ending particle in the protasis, and a new numerical particle for
each apodosis: ilga, ezga, orga etc., which is transparently ’step one’, ’step two’ and so on (YGA ’to go, move’,
at ’1’, il ’2’) es ’3’, or ’4’). One would have expected *gahat, *ga(h)il, but the order is probably reversed
to have an open final vowel, which is often prolonged in casual speech when someone needs more time to think
about the apodosis. The protasis can be framed by an initial particle éo, e.g.:

e Eo plézmi spirtssiun anga, iganimpau-néjo ilga ’If it rains, I won’t go’.

2.6 Discourse, interjections

A question is indicated in Talmit by (a)s6? or emphasized (a)ss6? at the end of a sentence (equivalent to
Japanese ka, Chinese ma). It can be framed by the reverse form os at the beginning of a sentence. Just using
os without (a)sé is possible, but not common. Similarly, a positive statement can be emphasized by (a)lo,
(a)ll6 and a negative by (a)ré, (a)rro.

The sound-symbolic association of 1 with pleasantness and r with unpleasantness was so strong that it af-
fected the roots yPLA ’state of liking/disliking’, yKHRAN ’(morally) good/bad state’, yKHLIS ’state of happi-
ness/unhappiness’ so that they use 1 for the positive signum (2.1.3) and r for the negative:

e /PLA: pala ’state of liking’, pura ’state of disliking’

e /KHRAN: halan ’(morally) good state’, huran ’(morally) bad state’

e /KHLIS: halis ’state of happiness’, huris ’state of unhappiness’

8in full: hatarakedo / hatarakedo nao waga kurashi raku ni narazari / jitto te wo miru I keep on working / and keep on working, but
still my life gets no easier / Blankly I stare at my hands’ (by Ishikawa Takuboku)
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Hence: Pala-néjo lo! I like it!’, Pura-néjo ro! 'I don’t like it!’.
Doubt can be expressed by (a)n6?, (a)nné? (Jap. desho, daro).

All these particles are also used as interjections: alé 'wow!, hey!” (positive surprise, praise, amazement), arro!
ugh!” (disgust, disliking), an6?! ’really?!’ (surprise, questioning a statement).

Answering with ’yes’ or 'no’ depends on the question. If it ends with a verb, one repeats the verb to agree
or puts it into the negative state to disagree. If the question ends with a state marked by a postposition, one
repeats the postposition, e.g.:

e Os toyor-ja d6yxon-nindjo so? ’Is snow white?’

e Néjo "Yes it is’
To negate, one uses mulpa 'no, it isn’t’, which is short for Oerpa-ejar mulpa-néjo 'This is not the case’.
In agreement to a proposition one can also say pala! 'I like it!’.

3 Vocabulary

3.1 Thematic interconnections of roots
3.1.1 Flora, fauna and earth

Words associated with flora often share initial k-, and w as the first or second sonorant:

e kwor 'plant’

e kwéple 'twine, ivy’

e kwéte ’a blade of grass’, kwétemi ’grass’, kwétemai ’'lawn’

e katu ’tree’, kaituya 'timber, kdtumi 'forest’, kduta ’ship’ (YKATW)

e kwasta ’fruit’ (/KWATS), possibly related to kwa ’colour

e koiba ’apple’ (YKOBJ)
Words associated with life and existence often share initial h-:

e hal ’alive/dead state’
e héper ’animal’

e hati ’egg’, haita ’germ, bud’ (/KHATJ)
Words associated with earth and soil often share initial k-:

e ka ’soil, ground’ (often also kalka, tramneka beside kadhat, kata)
e kal 'mud, clay’
e krat 'mountain’

e probably also kin ’'degree of hardness’
It has been therefore suggested that the words for earth and soil are the more basic ones and set the frame for
further modifications, with k > kw denoting things that grow on the ground, and k > kh > h|x denoting
beings that live on the ground. Note especially:

e hwa, hwapa ’state of blossoming/withering’ (hawa/hwwa); hwa, hwata ’flower, blossom’

e hwénta ’leaf’

This appears to be a double-modification, since leaves and flowers also pass through a life cycle.

The word ka can also be used in the sense of ’base, substratum’, describing the idea of something stretched
out lying and supporting from below. In this usage it is a mass noun or a state and the conjuction kimmeka
"because’ (lit. ’solid ground’) is derived from it. In a compound with ba ’leg, pillar’, kaba, kasseba becomes
a general word ’'foundation, fundament, grounds, reason’ (see .
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3.1.2 Sky, wind and directions

Words associated with wind or air often share initial ¢-:

e $os 'wind’
e $u, Puya 'gas, air’

e $ninun ’to blow (of wind)’, dawinun ’to inhale’, $rwinun ’to exhale’, fauwinun ’breathe in and out
(once)’ padauwinun ’'to breathe’ (yPHWI)

e $nitoéryami "blizzard’
As do words associated with light or vision:
e adalne ’bright state’, apélwe ’light state’, mudal ’twilight state’, ipélwe ’darkish state’; idpalne ’dark
state’ (YPHAL)

e adalya ’light’ (mass noun), idalya ’darkness’ (mass noun), aidalya ’both light and shadow = clair-
obscur’, ipalta ’a single shadow’, sadalenta ’lamp’

e adéx(e) ’day’ (also adalantat), idéx(e) 'night’ (also ipalantat), aidéx(e) 'day and night’
e damreta 'cloud, veil’;, damrepa ’the state of being covered’ (VPHAMR)
e dnaos — as a mass noun ‘mist’, as a state ‘'murky, obscure, intransparent state’ (YyPHWOS)

e $jomne 'flow of light’, $jémnun ’to illuminate, send light towards sth.”, jomma, ¢jélma 'ray of light’
(YPHIJOMN)

e probably also ¢jal ’eye’
Words for spatial position share initial p- or b- and a liquid:

e prus ’vertical position’
e plen ’left/right position’
e bol ’forwards/backwards position’

e pran ’across or orthogonal position’ (prangépre, pranga ’bridge, ford, crossing’)

They all have signum (2.1.3)):

e paris ’position above’, pirtas ’position below’
e palén ’right position’, pilén ’left position’

e 0obol ’forward position’, ib6l ’backward position’
The corresponding directions lack the final sonorant and may additionally show a-infixion (1.1.3):

e pari, parau 'up’, pird, pirau 'down’
2 2.0 ) 14 N2 a daing )
e palé, palie ’'dextrorsum’, pilé, pilae ’sinistrorsus

e 0bo, obao ’forwards’, ibd, ibao ’backwards’
Words associated with the sky share initial b-:
e bamne ’sky’ (beside kahil)

e ban ’luminary, celestial body’ (banat ’sun’, banil ‘'moon’, rarely banes ’star’)
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The cardinal directions are:

e parudjomne ’east’

e pirudpjomne 'west’

e gamézwe ’south’ (lit. 'place of the middle of the voyage’)

e paranwe 'north’ (lit. ’place across to the right’ — viewed from the direction of movement towards the

west)

The word for 'weather’ is bamnekar, lit. ’sky-luck’, with bamnokara 'good weather’, bamnikaru ’bad
weather’.

3.1.3 Water

There are three different roots for 'water’ in Talmit: yPAL denoting water as a substance, yPLAKH standing for
cold/warm water (playxu/playa) and YPODJ denoting running water. In general, water-related roots have p-
initially (but never ¢- or b-) and often share 1 or j as one of the sonants:

e pal 'water’, palpa ’'liquid state’, palya 'water as a substance’, paruspalne, parzupalne ’flood’ (obvi-
ously from yPAL, but the Kymna cognate salme points towards yPJAL)

e playamne ’hot water’, plaxawe 'warm water’, playuwe ’cool water’, playumne ’cold water’

e poéidun ’to flow’, péida 'river’, poida-hadérnet 'river delta’

e ples ’drop’, plézmi 'rain’ ('many drops’)

e pnékle 'well’
Possibly related is yPOBL, the root for speech in the sense of a flow of words rather than transmitting infor-
mation (which is yTAL or yTAPL). Hence péble may mean ’speech, way of talking, articulation’ depending on

the context, pobletetébne 'phonology’, poélba ’spoken word’, pélbamai ’sentence, phrase’, but taple ’tale,
report’, tal 'word as a name, description, label’, talpa is a sentence-ending particle expressing hearsay (2.5.1)).

Another thematic sound combination associated with water is m-1 and an initial velar:

e kémlun ’'to wash’, komil ’dirty water’, komlenta ’soap’
e gwimlun ’to sail, swim’ (f/GwUML), gwumalta "boat’
e hlamas ’sea’ (YKHLUMS)
The latter looks suspiciously close to hltimi ’salt’ (YKHLU). In any case it is apparent that the pl-roots stand for

fresh, clear water and the ml-roots for salty or impure water, water as an instrument. Compare also palliimas
"lake’. A word which is in between these classifications, seems to be plaima ’tear’.

3.2 Shapes and geometry

Talmit distinguishes kan denoting the shape of a 3-dimensional body and ki denoting a 2-dimensional, often
drawn shape. So for example, yKO ’round appearance’ leads to kokan ’sphere’ (cf. yKODR > kédro 'wheel’,
kodralun 'move once in a circle’) and koki ’circle’. The compound of both, kanki, means ’picture’, a 2-
dimensional shape of a 3-dimensional object, talki is a ’letter, character’.
A shape existing in mind and imagination only is called gus. This forms dillogus ’dream (in sleeping)’, kangus
'vision of a real object, artistic plan’, degus 'plan (of action), intention’.

Position on a line (spatial or temporal) is denoted by the root YDER:

e idérnet ’at the beginning’, idérne ’near the beginning’, idérwe 'near the middle, but behind’

e muldér ’in the very middle’
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adérwe 'near the middle, but before’, adérne 'near the end’, adérnet ’at the end’
imneydérnet ’'in the beginning’, amneydérnet ’'in the end’

andér ’length’, andérwe ’short’, andérne ’long’

Interior/exterior position is denoted by trun, the root for the corresponding direction is tru:

taran ’interior position’, tirtn ’exterior position’

tarammet ’the very middle, center’, tarimme ’near the center’, tarénwe 'near the border, but within’
multrin ’at the border’

tironwe 'near the border, but outside’, tirimme ’far outside’, tirimmet ’outside at maximal distance’

antran ’'distance from border to point inside’, antrimme ’wide of area’, intrtn ’distance from border
to point outside’, intriimme ’large area lying outside’

tard, tarau ’inward’, tird, tirau 'outward’

One notices that there is a difference between tarimmet and muldér — the former can be used for the center
of an area or volume, e.g. pelestami-no tarimmet 'center of a town’; the latter only for linearly extended
objects (also in an abstract sense), e.g. gépre-mo muldér 'middle of the way’, antat-mo muldér 'middle of
a time period’.

English makes a consistent distinction regarding the size of one- and three-dimensional objects — long describes
the former and big the latter. Properly, the word large is used for areas, i.e. two dimensions, but has by now
extended its meaning to three dimensions as well. Talmit makes a rigorous distinction in all three dimensions:
andérne ’long’ (1dim), antramme ’large’ (2dim) and tramne ’big’ (3dim). On the other hand, it makes no
distinction regarding the particular shape of the described object, so that tra is both ’size’ and ’volume’.

3.3

P-T-K iconism

Comparing [3.1.1] and a notable iconic tendency can be found:

labials are associated with the sky and the idea ’above’ ['on top of’ the mouth|
dentals are associated with a position inside something [inside the mouth)]

velars are associated with the earth [down in the throat]

The most ancient and very productive triplet of roots is yPRU 'up’, yTRU ’inwards’ (see http://sindanoorie.
net/glp/historical002.html), yKA ’ground’.

3.4

Parts of the body

3.4.1 List of words

paréxe, parux ’head’

pére, per- 'head’ in the sense of 'main, chief’

$oska “hair’

béoga ’brow’

bno 'mouth’

kinza ’'tooth’

pépel ’lip’, pépla 'upper lip’, pépli ’lower lip’, dual péplai

péke ‘cheek’, péka, péki, dual pékai
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e glo ’ear’, gald, gild, dual gailo

e djal ’eye’, pajal, Prjal, dual faujal

e game 'nose’

e tlir ’tongue’

e plézne 'hand’, palézne, pilézne, dual pailézne
e Abra ’right arm’, ibri ’left arm’

e pun ’finger’, umpun ’all five fingers, hand’, pinat ’thumb’, punil ’first finger’, ptines ’second finger’,
punor ’third finger’, painun ’pinkie’

e péocha ’palm’, apéocha, ipéocha, dual aipéocha
e kle ’organ’ (also 'mechanism’)

e bate ’belly’

e Orébe ’'heart’

e talza ’blood’

e ba’leg, foot’, aba, iba, dual aiba (ba can also mean ’pillar’, especially in the compound damba ’column,
stone-pillar’)

e pore 'right leg’, pur ’left leg’, dual péor
e kirpa ’knee’, kirpalin ’elbow’ (lit. ’little knee’)
e pirusptn ’toe’

e péorpai ’body’

3.4.2 Senses

Talmit distinguishes only three senses. Two of them share a thematic initial g-:

e ginun ’to see’ (gipnoés ’sense of sight, vision’)
e glodnun ’to hear’ (glodon ’sense of hearing, audition’, cf. glo ’ear’)
e hézlun ’to feel’ (hézul ’sense of touch, tactition’)

However, there is also the word gwimrun which lexcially combines ’see and hear’. It is often used in the sense
'to meet’. The corresponding sense — ’sense of sight and hearing’ just means ’attention’:

e gwimrun ’to see and hear; to meet’ (gwimar ’attention’)

'Taste’ can be expressed by tliryézlun ’feel with tongue’ (tlir ’tongue’, tlirayézle 'good taste’, tlirvyézle
'bad taste’), although simply hézlun is enough. The word used for ’smell’ is pawinun ’inhale’. Therefore, the
expression axal-mo ¢nipndsse ixal-mo hézil can equally mean ’the smell of life and the taste of death’ as
well as 'the air of life and the touch of death’.

In addition, it is possible to form associated words from the parts of the body (3.4.1)) to derive volitional sensorial
actions:

e $jalarun, $jallun ’to look, gaze’ (lit. ’to eye’)

e glorun ’to listen’ (lit. ’to ear’)

e péplarun ’to kiss’ or ’to sip’ (lit. 'to lip’)

e tlirrun ’to sample’ (lit. ’to tongue’)
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e kinzarun ’to bite’ (lit. 'to tooth’)

e gamarun 'to sniff’ or to come close to someone (esp. during hunting)’ (lit. ’to nose’)

e pléznarun ’to feel with hands’

e punarun 'to feel with fingertips’ (mneptnarun ’to poke’)

e batarun ’to embrace, make close contact with’ (lit. ’to belly’)

e kirpalun ’to ask, request’ (lit. ’to knee’, therefore with dative ma of the person the request is made to)

e barun 'to feel with legs/feet’ (e.g. kdta-nu barun ’to feel solid ground, to be sure/confident’, mnebarun
"to kick’)

3.5 Phrasal compounds

A special kind of words in Talmit are compounds of two "light” roots with a particle in between.

1. In se-compounds the two words are joined by se ’and’ (geminized to sse after a stressed single vowel).
They are similar to dvandva compounds, but acquire new, abstract meanings. In many cases they denote
the interaction between the two nouns:

kasseba ’solid ground and pillar’ — ’foundation, fundament, grounds, reason’
mésseme 'human and human’ — ’society’

téssete 'parent and parent’” — ’parents (dual)’

talzeglo 'word and ear’ — ’communication’

Owéssega 'tool and way’ — ’method, techinque’

kanzeki ’3dim. shape and 2dim. shape’ — ’representation’

kassekun ’solid ground and swampy ground’ — only in the phrase kdssekun-nu pranganun ’to
go at great lengths to do sth.” (see http://sindanoorie.net/glp/historical004.html)

gassega 'step and step’ — ’step by step, gradual development’
kwassekan ’colour and shape’ — ’style’

gissepun ’eye/sight and finger’ — ’skill’

déssede ’action and action’ — ’interaction’

téssepan ’parent and child’” — ’family’

daxeba ’stone and leg/step’ — 'measurement’ (i.e., weight and length)

pérzepur ’'top/head and leg/foot’ — ’dimensions, extension, extent’

In particular, se-compounds of numerals are distributive:

axseat ’one and one’ — ’one by one’

ilzehil 'two and two’ — ’two by two’
éssehes 'three and three’ — ’three by three’
orzeor ’four and four’ — ’four by four’

unzehun ’five and five’ — ’five by five’

2. Nu-compounds contain accusative nu and a verbal root. Note that YGA ’go, move’ means ’enter’ when
combined with the accusative (3.6.5):

hallugi ’life-acc see’ — ’understanding’ (the semantic shift is probably such that if you have wit-
nessed someone’s life, you understand this person)

kadznuga 'fire-ACC go’ — ’danger’
darnuga ’cloud-Acc go’ — ’insanity’
kanuga ’solid.ground-Acc go’ — ’stability’

panugi 'state-ACC see’ — ’inspection (of the state of affairs)’
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e tanugi 'count noun-ACC see’ — ’inspection (of a particular object or person)’
e kannugi '3dim. shape-ACC see’ — ’belief’

e génukes ’'flesh-Acc pierce’ — (1) stinging, very painful; (2) revealing private information about
oneself; (3) satire, ridicule’

e ménugi ’human-ACcC see’ — 'guard, policeman’
3. Ma-compounds use dative ma:
e pérmape 'top/head-DAT change’ — ’development, progress’

4. Mo-compounds use genitive mo. A particularly common formation is a compound with ka ’soil, ground’
which describes a flat area usually attached to a landmark:

e kradmoka 'mountain-GEN flat’” — ’valley’
e pélmoka ’house-GEN flat” — ’garden’
e pumnoka ’finger-GEN flat’ — ’inner side of the fingertip (German Fingerkuppe)’

e gammoka 'nose-GEN flat” — ’area between the nose and the upper lip (lit. 'nose’s valley’)’

The appearance of the "heavy” root YGAM in these "light” root compounds with monosyllabic derivatives suggests
an ancient loan *gam before it was reshaped to game.

3.6 Some peculiar conceptions
3.6.1 (Ir)reversibility

The doublet darét/dir6ét means 'degree of reversibility /irreversibility of an action’ (cf. Jap. shimau), in full
conjugation:

e dirdgnet ’'completely irreversible, permanent state’, dirégne ’irreversible for a long time’;, dirékwe
"irreversible for a short time’, dirokwet ’irreversible for the shortest time’

e darokwet 'reversible only for the shortest time’, darékwe ’reversible only for a short time’, darégne
‘reversible for a long time’, darégnet ’completely reversible’

So for example one would say:

e Dir6t-mo blidu-mére ’'[I] got ill (for now, and don’t know how long it will take to recover)’
e Dirékwe-mo blidu-mére ’[I] got ill (but should get better soon)’
e Dirognet-mo blidu-néjo ’[I] have a lifelong dicease’

e Dir6kwet-mo blettepau-mére ’It is going to hurt just a little bit’

Also cf. diroydilon ’irreversible sleep state’, i.e. ’deep sleep state’.

3.6.2 Order

The word kras means ’degree of order’, with karas ’ordered, symmetrical state’, but kiras means something
like ’anti-ordered, anti-symmetrical state, opposition’, where elements are repeated in reverse; and mulkras
"disordered, chaotic state’ (a formal word, colloquially jertjre, see sound-symbolism: http://sindanoorie.
net/glp/phonosymb.php).

Hence karaski 'pattern’, kiraspa ’duality, doublet state’. Kairas, kairazmai can be used to describe a partic-
ular pattern with repeated and inversely repeated elements, or the 'universe’ in general (in the latter case also
kairazmen with augmentative -men), which is thought to consist out of elements in repetition/collaboration
on the one hand, and elements of adversity/opposition on the other (cf. Greek x6opoc).

39


http://sindanoorie.net/glp/phonosymb.php
http://sindanoorie.net/glp/phonosymb.php

3.6.3 Prefix war-

The prefix war-/wal-/wan- indicates something which is subordinate, a smaller or weaker version, or has not
yet achieved its full proportions. It is combined with the diminutive endings -win, -lin for short words:

e plézne 'branch, bough’ — warplézne ’'twig’

e pobida 'river’ — warpodida ’tributary’

e pérax ’king’ — walpérax ’'heir apparent’

e pallin ’child’ — warpallin ’stepchild’

e dilon ’state of sleep’ — wardilon ’state of dozing, being half-asleep’

e dworga 'work’ — waldwoérga ’preparation’

e pal 'water’ — warpalwin ’high water, small flood in spring’

e kas 'fire’ — warkazwin ’smoulder’

This prefix is probably a blend of the sound-symbolic roots yW-L ’be soft, pliant and weak’ and yWw-R ’false,
fake, lie’ (see sound-symbolism: http://sindanoorie.net/glp/phonosymb.php).

3.6.4 Animal sounds

English has various verbs describing the sounds of animals, like "bark’, ’twitter’, 'bleat’, 'meow’ or ’buzz’.
Japanese, on the other hand, uses naku for any of them (for human beings, it means 'to cry’). Talmit is a
compromise in between the two, and distinguishes:

e prau 'human voice, articulate speech’, cognate to K. roume ’speech, language’ (/PRAW)

e bae ’'gentle animal voice’ (i.e. twittering, bleating, meowing), probably based on the sound of a sheep, cf.
T. béta and K. vimata ’sheep’ (VBE)

e hau, hawe ’harsh animal voice’ (i.e. barking, roaring, growling), probably based on the sound of a dog,
cf. T. hawas and K. savas 'dog’ (/KHAW)

3.6.5 Paths and language

In many languages, direct objects of verbs of motion are paths, as English ’to walk a road’. In Talmit, however,
they are always destinations:

e pelestami-nu ganun ’go into a city’, lit. ’go a city’

One can also explicitly use the postposition tartima ’into’. The expression gépre-nu ganun, lit. 'go a way’
actually means ’finish going a way, go all way until the end’. Otherwise, the image schema of a road is the one
of a surface: gépre-népparus ganun 'go on a way’.

Curiously, the image schema for speaking a language is also the one of the surface of a path, while the destination
(usually with explicit tartuima) is proficiency:

e Kjumna-ndépparus taplendé ’speak some Kymna’, lit. ’speak on Kymna’

e Kjumna-tarama taplendé 'to command Kymna, to be fluent in Kymna’, lit. 'to speak into Kymna’
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4 Texts

4.1 Abbreviations

4.1.1 standard

ABL ablative
ACC accusative
ALL allative
CAUS causative
COH cohortative
COLL  collective
CJPRT  conjunctive particle
CoP copula
DAT dative
<DU> dual
EQT equative
<FUT> future (always infix)
GEN genitive
IMP imperative
INST instrumental
IRECP  indirect reciprocal (’to each other’)
LOC locative
MP modal particle
NEG negative
PTCL  particle
PRTT  partitive genitive
PASS passive
<PST> past (always infix)
PL plural
QUOT  quoting particle
TEMP  temporal (case)
TOP topic
VR verbalizer
VOC vocative

4.1.2 as in Japanese
ATT  attributive (verb)

ICCL  connective/inconclusive (verb)
cMPD  compound (verb)

4.1.3 peculiar to Talmit

EXT extension in time/space
GPL greater plural

DST destinative
EXTR extreme value

INT intensive

MOL mollitive

MUT mutative

NOM.ACT nominative of a verbal predicate
NOM.STAT nominative of a stative predicate

RLSC relative scale

STAT stative

THM themative

VR.ST verbalizer indicating change of state
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4.2 The Crow and the Fox (Karkase Hjélpa)

One day, a fox saw a crow with a piece of cheese in her beak sitting on a branch of a tree.

Tat-mo adéx-nollo, hjélpa-wa bno-nétto tlardata-ja ago-ndjse katuplézne-noépparus Oroéde-ndéimo
karka-nu giinun.

time=GEN day-TEMP, fox=NOM.ACT mouth=LOC cheese-count.noun=NOM.STAT-and tree-hand=upon sit-
ting.state=STAT-GEN crow=ACC see<PST>

He thought ’Let me get that cheese for myself’ and walked up to the foot of the tree.
Al ”Térmo tlarda-nu éze-ma atazniire” la tebnénze, kitu-mo bukne-négma ganen-smuldiirun.
QUOT that-GEN cheese=ACC me-DAT take-COH QUOT think-1CCL, tree-GEN stalk-ALL go-CMPD-stop<PST>

’Good day, oh crow!’, he said,
Al ”Ne, halios-nojre, karkale!” la taplénze,
QUOT VOC, happiness<FUT>=STAT-IMP, crow-vOC QUOT say-ICCL,

"How well you are looking today!
al "Benadéx-nol apéa-kampa-ndjo lo!
QUOT this-day-TEMP good.state-appearence=STAT MP.delight

How shining are your eyes,
Paujal-ejar amnedalne-ndjo lo!
eye<DU>=NOM.STAT-TOP INT-brightness-INT=STAT MP.delight

how glossy are your feathers!
Hwilmi-jar mnetlependé-néjo lo!
feather-GPL=NOM.STAT INT-shine-state=STAT MP.delight

Your voice must surely surpass the voices of other birds, just like your form does’

Amo kanta-ja téospamit-laha etémme-néjo kimmeka, prau-jasse emnetémme-néjo pakjiumne allo!
you-GEN shape-STAT bird-GPL-EXTR=than RLSC-value-INT=STAT because, human.voice=NOM.STAT-and RLSC-
INT-value-INT=STAT PTCL.supposition MP.delight

(In his flattery, the fox uses prau "human voice’, not hau or bae ’animal voice’, and does not hold back on the
intensifying affix mne.)

Oh crow, could you sing me a song so that I can call you the queen of birds!’

Ne, karkale, éze-ma glanenta-nu glaniunere, téspamit-nimo impérax-lamo tal-nu Amma sartanuna
adéyse-meére!”

VOC Ccrow-voC, me-DAT sing-CMPD-count.noun=AcCC sing<FUT>-IMP, bird-GPL-EXTR=PRIT queen=THM-
GEN name-ACC you-DAT CAUS-possession-ATT possible.state=DST

The crow lifted her head in order to sing, but as she opened her beak, the cheese fell down and was taken by

the fox.

Karka-war glanendéo-mére partux-nu salpartssuin assé, bno-nu samérijlun etappawet, tlardata-

ewar mulpris-mére penénze, hjélpa-zo dirégnet-mére ataznissuin.

Ccrow=NOM.ACT-TOP sing-CMPD-state<FUT>=DST head=ACC CAUS-above-VR<PST> CJPRT, mouth=ACC CAUS-
open.state<PST>-VR same.relative.time, cheese-count.noun=NOM.ACT ground=DST change-ICCL, fox-INST irreversibility-
INT-EXTR=DST take-PASS<PST>

"That’s right, that’s what I wanted’, said the fox,

Al ”Pala-néjo lo! Bempa ané éze-mo deguis.” la hjélpa-war tapliin,

QUOT good.state=STAT MP.delight! this-state COP me-GEN action-shape<PST> QUOT fox=NOM.ACT-
TOP say<PST>,

'In exchange for the cheese I shall give you a piece of advice for the future:
al "Tlarda-la kirassartanénze adéota-nu atat-nima tapliun:
QUOT cheese-THM exchange-ICCL advice-count.noun=ACC future.point=EXT-DAT say<FUT>:

Do not trust flatteres.’
Glichitapil-ja idébne-ndjre.”
sweet-sayer-NOM.STAT distrust=sSTAT-IMP

4.3 The Babel text (Genesis 11:1-9)

1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.
Kahat-ninéttor at poblese astan-mo talmit-ja agéi-ndjo.
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world=EXT.LOC-TOP one speech-and common.state=GEN word=GPL-EXTR=NOM.STAT existence<PST>=STAT

e kahat ’earth, inhabited world’ (not kahail, which would include the sky which is not human habitation)
e nindtto — extended locative ’everywhere in’
e at 'one’
e poble ’speech’
e astan ’common possession’
e talmit ’all the words, language’ (coll. pl.)
e agd ’existence’
2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.
Amméda-war parudpjomne-ndégma ganénze, Syinar-nétto hammebjé-nu hloprénze smultwinen-
zdroéysuin.
PL-human-NOM.ACT east-ALL go-ICCL, Shinar-LOC plain-AcC find-ICCL stop-CMPD-VR.ST-living-VR<PST>
e méda 'human being’, pl. ammeéda
e parudjoémne ’east’ < part 'up’, $jémne 'flow of light’
e négma — allative postpos. 'towards, to’
e ginun ’to go, walk’
e hammebjo 'valley’ < hamme ’flat state’ (< han ’degree of flatness’), bjo ’area’
e hlédrun ’to find’
e smultwinen-zdréysun 'to settle down’ < smultwinun 'to stop’, zdréysun 'change into a state of living’

(droyos ’life, living’ — as in ’having food, shelter and be fed’ as opposed to 'not being dead’)

3 They said to each other, "Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.”
Al ganiire, kjubetami-nu saragonénze apéa-méza papstire-la juttapluin.
QUOT go-COH, brick-GPL=ACC CAUS-existence-ICCL good.state=MUT bake=COH=QUOT IRECP-say<PST>

They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar.
Kjubetami-zor dayya-nu pinimpai-mésse, kax-azéor pel@armi-nu pinimpai-méza dwogruin.
brick-GPL=INST-TOP stone-substance-ACC use-NEG-state<PST>=MUT-and, tar=INST-TOP building.grain-
GPL=ACC use-NEG-state<PST>=MUT work<PST>

e al ...la — frames a direct quote

e kjubeta ’brick’

e saragdénun 'make, create’ < ago ’existence’

e apéa ’good, proper state’

e papsun ’to bake’

e juttaplun ’say to each other’

e dayya ’'stone as a material’

e pinun 'to use’, dayya-nu pinimpai-méza 'not using stone (past)’

e pelBarmi 'mortar’ < pel- 'part of a building’, @armi 'powder’

e kax ’'tar’

e dwogrun ’to work’
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4 Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may
make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”

Oerpamon, al gantire, ézra-ma tal-nu saragonénze, kihat-mo péyu-ninétto zdrosulimpa-mélze
then QUOT go-COH, we=DAT name=ACC CAUS-existence-ICCL, earth=GEN horizontal.surface-EXT.LOC VR.ST-
coherence-NEG-state=DST-and

e Berpamon ’then, afterwards’

e ézra 'we’

tal ’label, name, word’

e péyu 'horizontal surface’

zdréssulun 'to become scattered” < drus ’degree of coherence’

bamne-ninégma partzba-ja ag6-néimo pelestami-nu sarpeliire-la tapluin.
sky=EXT.ALL tower=NOM.STAT existence-STAT-GEN roof-GPL=ACC CAUS-building-COH=QUOT say<PST>

e bamne ’sky’

e ninégma — extended allative postpos. ’occupying the area until’

e partiizba ’'tower’

e agd ’existence’

e pelestami ’town’, parizba-ja agé-nojo pelestami ’a town with /having a tower’

e sarpéllun ’to build’ < pel- ’house, building’

e taplun ’to say’
5 But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building.
Ana Pruysemenda-ewar sarpelussendii-n6jo pelestamise parizba-nu ginendéo-mére spirussuin.
but lord-NOM.ACT-TOP CAUS-building-PASS-CMPD-state<PST> roof-GPL-and tower-ACC see-CMPD-state<FUT>=DST VR.ST
position.below-VR<PST>

e Pruyse-m-en-da ’'Lord’, from priayse-m-un ’to lead, command’ < yPRUKHS

e sarpelissun — passive ’to be build’

e ginun ’to see’, ginendéo-mére ’in order to see’

e spirtssun ’to descend’
6 The Lord said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they
plan to do will be impossible for them.
Al edpémis-mo talmit-mo agmédamai-néjo sitdéremuin anga, térmo amméda-mo degismit-nimo
multa-ja idéyse-niun ilga.
QUOT RLSC-similarity-EQT word-GPL-EXTR=GEN one-human-COLL=STAT VR.ST-beginning-INT-VR<PST> if, that-
GEN PL-human=GEN action-shape-GPL-EXTR=PRTT nothing-NOM.STAT impossible.state=potential.STAT then

e edpémis ‘same relative state’

e talmit ’all the words, language’, epémis-mo talmit 'the same language’

e at’l’

e médamai 'people’, agmédamai ’one people’

e sudéremun ’to begin’ < idérne ’position near beginning (on a line)’

e ...anga, ...ilga’if ... so ...’

e térmo anda ’they, those people over there’
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e degus 'plan (of action), intention’

e multa 'nothing, no thing’

e idéyse 'impossible, undoable state’ (VDEKHS), idéyse-niun 'potentially impossible’
7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.”
Ganliire, spirusénze térmo talmit-nu togimpa-mére sardeoliire-la Pruysemenda-ewar tapluin.
go-COH, VR.ST-down-ICCL that-GEN word-GPL-EXTR=ACC understand-NEG-state=DST CAUS-similarity-MOL-
COH=QUOT lord=NOM.ACT-TOP say<PST>

e togun 'to understand’, togimpa ’state of not understanding’

e sardéolun 'to make dissimilar’ < e 'degree of similarity’
8 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.
Oerpézan, Pruysemenda-ewar 8érmo amméda-nu kihat-ninétto saldrissuluin assé, pelestami-nu
sarpéllen-smuldiirun.
thereby, lord=NOM.ACT-TOP that-GEN PL-human=AcC world-EXT-LOC CAUS-coherence-MOL-VR<PST> CJPRT, roof-
GPL=ACC CAUS-building-CMPD-stop<PST>

e Berpézan ’thereby, so’

e Bérmo amméda ’they, those people previously mentioned’

saldriassulun ’to scatter so./sth.’

e assé — joins two sentences

smuldérun ’stop doing’, sarpéllen-smuldérun ’stop building’

9 That is why it was called Babel — because there the Lord confused the language of the whole world.
Pruysemenda-ewar kihat-ninétto-mo talmit-nu sargéoluin kimmeka, erta ané Babel-lamo ta.
lord=NOM.ACT-TOP world-EXT-LOC=GEN word-GPL-EXTR=ACC CAUS-similarity--MOL-VR<PST> because, that cor Ba-
bel=THM-GEN count.noun

From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.

®érmo amméda-nur Pruysemenda-wa 0érywe-négno kahat-ninétto dirégnet-mére saldrissuluin.
That-GEN PL-human-ACC lord=NOM.ACT that-place=ABL world-EXT-LOC irreversibility-INT-EXTR=DST CAUS-
coherence-MOL-VR<PST>

e ...kimmeka ’because ...’

e Oerta 'that thing previously mentioned’

Babel-lamo ta ’a thing called Babel’

e Bérywe ’there, that place previously mentioned’

dirégnet ’completely irreversible state’ < yDROQ, usage similar to Jap. shimau [not in the original, but
would be good Talmit in the context]

4.4 The North Wind and the Sun

The North Wind and the Sun were disputing which was the stronger, when
Paranwedosse Banat-ja, al nwara-ja ger6zne-mo bayas-ndjo-la juttaplendii-néjo tappa,
north.wind.and sun=NOM.STAT, QUOT which=NOM.STAT strength<RLSC>-INT=GEN force=STAT=QUOT IRECP-
say-action.state<PST>=STAT when,

e paranwe 'north’

e $os 'wind’

e banat 'sun’
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e gros ’degree of strength’
e bayas ’force of nature’, gerézne-mo bayas ’the stronger force of nature’

e juttaplun ’say to each other’ < taplun ’to say’, juQ- ’to each other’; juttaplendii ’past state of
discussing’

e tappa ’as, when’

a traveler came along wrapped in a warm cloak.

taléwe-mo habe-zo skaliinuna gepreganenda-wa pranganendé-againun.

warmth-MOL=GEN cloak=INST VR.ST-clothed.state-VR<PST> traveler=NOM.ACT pass-CMPD-action.state<PST>
e habe ’'cloak, vestment’

e skalanun ’to clothe oneself’ (< kaltin ’clothed state’) + instrumental: habe-zo skaltiinuna ’having
dressed oneself into (using) a cloak’

e gepreganenda 'voyager’ < gépre 'way’, gdnun 'to go’, -da 'person’

e pranganun ’to pass by’

e aganun 'to come’
They agreed that the one who first succeeded in making the traveler take his cloak off should be considered
stronger than the other.
Al gepreganenda-mo habe-nu tewimne-méza sarkiliununa ta-ejar gerdzne-mo bayas-ndjo-la as-
pognuin.
QUOT traveler=GEN cloak=ACC speed<RLSC>-INT=MUT CAUS-unclothed.state-ATT count.noun=NOM.STAT-
TOP strength<RLSC>-INT=GEN force=STAT=QUOT agree<PST>

e twi 'speed’, tewimne-méza 'faster’ (adv.)

e sarkiliinun ’to strip’ < kiliin 'naked state’

e aspéognun ’to decide the same thing’
Then the North Wind blew as hard as he could, but the more he blew the more closely did the traveler fold his
cloak around him;
Paranwedos-ewar groznet-dninénze-Pniinon-mére assé, gepreganenda-mo hibe-zo spamremon-ja
etennespai-nédjo.
north.wind=NOM.ACT-TOP strength-INT-EXTR-blow-ICCL-blow.state=DST CJPRT, traveler=GEN cloak=INST VR.ST-
covering.state=NOM.STAT RLSC-value-EQT-state<PST>=STAT

e $ninun 'to blow (of wind)’

e ...assé after conclusive form signals addition and often contrast

e samremun ’to increase one’s cover’ < yPHAMR ’degree of coveredness’

e eténnes ’same value on relative scale = as strong as’

e pai 'past state’
and at last the North Wind gave up the attempt.
Deadérnet, paranwedos-ewar dwogren-smuldiirun.
at.last north.wind-NOM.ACT-TOP work-CMPD-stop<PST>

e deadérnet ’at last’ < de ’action’, adérnet ’end’ (der ’position on a linear scale’)

e dwogrun 'make an effort, work over some time’

e smuldérun ’cease, stop’
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Then the Sun shined out warmly, and immediately the traveler took off his cloak.

®erpamon, Banat-war sartalenénze sagpalemuin assé, gepreganenda-wa habe-nu sarkiltinun muletappa.
then sun-NOM.ACT-TOP CAUS-warmth-INT-ICCL VR.ST-brightness-INT.VR<PST> CJPRT traveler-NOM.ACT cloak-
ACC CAUS-clothed.state<PST> same.time

e Oerpamon ’then, afterwards’ < Oer- 'that’, pa ’state’, origative -mon

sartalénun ’to warm up’ < tle 'temperature’

sadalemun ’'start to shine’ < ¢al ’degree of light intensity’

e ...assé, ... muletappa ’just as ..., so ...’ (denoting simultaneousness of events)

And so the North Wind was obliged to confess that the Sun was the stronger of the two.

Oerpézan, al Banat-ja ger6zne-mo bayas-noéjo-lar paranwedos-wa taplenOiisuna téide-mer piinun.
hereby QUOT sun-NOM.STAT strength<RLSC>-INT=GEN force=STAT=QUOT-TOP north.wind-NOM.ACT say-
CMPD-show<PST>-ATT obligation<PST>-DST change<PST>

e Berpézan ’thereby, so’ < Oer- ’that’, pe 'change’, mutative -zan

e taplen®issun ’confess, admit’ < taplun ’to say’, Oissun ’to show’

e tode denotes obligation, taplenOtisuna téide 'past obligation to admit’

e pénun ’to change’; with destinative mére — ’change into a state of doing, begin to do’: taplen@iisuna
téde-mer pénun ’change into state of being obliged to admit’
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